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in the ages that are, paſt; nor does the ſubject ſeem, 
even at this day, to be entirely exhauited, Men hare, 
however, annexed various Ideas to the term, according 
as times, circumſtances, or things ſeemed to require. 
Sometimes they have conſidered it with reference to the 
Mind ; ſometimes to the Body ; ſometimes as implying 
the Rights or Privileges of particular Nations, Cities, and 
Towns, or their Inhabitants, At other times they have 
conſidered it in a more general view; as comprehending 


the great CHARTER, Or common Rights of the whole 


human race. It is to be feared indeed that the term has 
been often abuſed by ſome, who had ſiniſter views; who 
theretore uſed the word Liberty only as a cloak 1 5 ther 
evickedneſs, Yet we are not 4 give vp the term, becauſe 
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ſome have abuſed it; but to maintain it with proper dig- 


nity, mixed with modeſty; eſpecially when we conſider 
it in reference to the Mind, or thinking faculty in man- 
Every man endued with any degree ot Reaſon claims this 
as his hereditary privilege, to be allowed to think for 
himſelf ; therefore he looks upon Vim who attempts to 


| ſhackle his mind, or deprive him of the Liberty of private 


Judgment, without uſing convincing arguments to corro— 
borate his opinion, as acting in the ſame tyrannical man- 
ner, as the man who would throw him into a dungeon, 
and yet would aſſign no other reaſon for ſo doing, but 
merely his will and pleaſure.” 


A Curate of the eſtabliſhed Church of Slant having a 
few years ago differed in ſentiment, with reſpe& to ſome 


things, from four Doctors in Divinity, all beneficed in 


the ſame Dioceſe where he refided, and not being over- 


awed by great names, had the reſolution to expreſs with 


a modeſt, yet becoming boldneſs, his ſentiments concern- 


ing that point, wherein they ſeemed chiefly to differ from 


him, A Series of Letters, which paſled between the 
Curate and theſe Divines upon this occaſion, are here 


| ſubmitted to the peruſal of the candid and ſenſible Reader, 


Juſt in the manner in which they were written. However, 
leſt any of thoſe Gentlemen ſhould take offence, or think 
themſelves ungenerouſly treated; the Editor has taken 


care to conceal their Names from the publick eye, diſtin- 


guiſhing the :Curate and two of thuſe Doctors, who ſeem 
to be his warmeſt opponents, by the three firit letters of 
the Alphabet. The Names of the other two Doctors are 


_ diſtinguiſhed by Aſteriſks, 


Becauſe the majority of the Publick ſeldom take time 
to think, at leaſt to think ſeriouſly ; therefore this caſe is 
referred only to the thinking Few. And the 1 d is 
chiefly made to the profeſſed Members of the eſtabliſhed 
Church ; becauſe thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe Letters are. 
here ſubjoined, were all members of that Church. Again, 


it is made only to ſuch as are both candid and ſenſible; — 


becauſe many men may be candid and ſerjou, and yet 
have not diſcernment to ſee the force of an argument : 


(3 » 


and others, though diſcerning and ſenſible, yet may not 
have-candour enough to declare their real Sentiments, 
It is apparent therefore, that they are the minority, yea, 
the minority of thoſe who are the minority of the 
Public, to whom this cafe is referred. Yes, and who- 
ever has the approbation of ee, the candid, the 
ſerious, the ienſible, and the thinking Few, need not be 
concerned though thouſands and tens of thouſands ſhould 
paſs ſentence againſt him. ; | 
It is poſſible that ſome Corates, and many other per- 
ſons, may in ſome reſpects be circumſtanced-as the Curate 
here alluded to was. They may think differently from 
their ſuperiors in ſome things; at the ſame time that they 
are cireumſeribed in their fortunes, or may perhaps be in 
ſome ſenſe dependent on the favour of others. Now here 
they ſtand in a critical ſituation; and therefore it may be 
well to encourage ſuch to expreſs their ſentiments with 
firmneſs, yet with a proper and becoming deference to 
the judgment of others. Let them never be intimidated 
great Names; yet let them never 2 Liberty as a cloak: 
for wickedneſs, But when they act from a principle of 
_ conſcience, and with a fingle eye, they may reſt aſſured 
that that God, whom they ſerve in ſincerity, will moſt 
undoubtedly ſupport and deliver them. | 
The points, concerning which the Reader is to deter- 
mine and give his opinion, will appear from the tenor of 
the Letters, to which he is now referred. But let him 
firſt endeavour to diveſt himſelf of Prejudice; and indeed 
it is more difficult to get rid of old prejudices than many 
are aware of. | | 
About the middle of September in the year 1777, Mr. 
A. then Curate of K—, met on the road a Gentleman, 
who cauſed him to ride back with him a mile, and ex- 
poſtulated, as a friend, with him concerning (what he 
called) his irregular conduc, 1 
A few days afterwards Mr. A, took occaſion to write to 
him the following Letter, in which that Gentleman's 
arguments, and thoſe of tome others are taken notice of. 


Wt 1 7. 
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c To the Rev. Doctor * * # # *. 
„% Dear Sir. 


ce OUR having been pleaſed to mention ſome Re- 
ports relative to my conduct of late, as it ap- 
peared to me a ſtrong proof of friendſhip, fo it demands 
my warmeſt and moſt grateful acknowiedgments. Be 
aſlured, Sir, I am truly ſenfible of this token of your 
kindneſs, and therefore I ſhall add it to the number of 
the many favours for which I ſhall always bold myſelf 
indebted to you. . 
«« I ſhall be thank ful to any one, that thinks me wrong 
in any particular, if he will attempt to ſet me right; 
and I truſt I ſhall always be open to conviction. Under 
a Brit;h Government we ſhould never condemn a man 
unheard; therefore all I requeſt of my friends is, to ſuſ- 
pend their judgment till they hear what I have to ſay. 
In order to inveſtigate Truth, we ſhould endeavour, as far 
as in us lies, to diveſt ourſelves of Prejudice; for, this 
often forms ſo thick a cloud about the mind, as not to 
give admillion even to the ſtrongeſt ray of Truth. We 
ſhould calmly and candidly examine or prove all things, 
and then hold faſt that which 7s good, Above all, we 
| ſhould humbly and perſeveringly apply to the Fathen of 
Lig his, to enlighten our underſtanding, that we may fee 
every thing in its true colour. | 


I am well aware that what I have formerly, or may 
now advance, may ſeem to you to ſavour of e* vanity, 
preſumption, or ſpiritual pride ;” but let me requeſt that 


you will conſider, not who it is that writes, but what it is 
| | that 


\ 
that is written. You will allow, I believe, Sir, that from 
pour earlieſt acquaintance with me, I was rather diffident 
of myſelf; yet I was never ſo humbled as at preſent. 
The more a man knows himſelt, the more will he be hum- 
bled ; and 'tis God that muſt give him this humbling 
view of himſelf, by giving him to feel the plague of his 
own heart; or in other words, by convincing him of that 
original infection of Nature which he derives from the 
fall of Adam. The Book,, which I lately put into your 
- hand, ſets this matter in a very clear light; which, if 
read without prejudice, and with a due application to the 
Fountain of Light, may be a means of opening the eyes 
of thouſands, who imagine themſelves to be very clear- 
ſighted in ſpiritual matters, and are, notwithſtanding, in- 
volved in the groſſeſt darkneſs. Op 8 
„ I am far, very far, Sir, from placing Religion in 
Speculation ; in any externals whatfoever ; or even in at- 
tending all the means of grace. The Religion I contend: 
for is the relivion-of the Heart; an inward, vital Princi- 
ple, which wherever it is, will appear in outward actious, 
in works of righteouſneſs and true holineſs. . There is an 
abſolute Neceſſity of a new Creation of the Heart, a total, 
univerſal change: of the inward man; and this can be et— 
tected by an almighty. Power alone, Many, I know, 
will grant all this, will give their afſent to our Lityrgy, 
Gollects, Catechiſm; Articles, and Homilies, where the- 
Neceſſity of it is ſo clearly inſiſted on.; and yet, if they 
meet a man who hath experzenced this change, and who 
relates his experience in the moſt humble manner, they 
ridicule him, call him Enthultaſt, fool, or madman.” 
The truth is, they have not experienced it 2her/elvrs, 
and therefore they deny the exiſtence of it in others. 
They are inconſiſtent with their own Princip'es. "They: 
deny, in private converſation, on the week days, the very 
words, which they have read in the Church on the Sab— 
bath-day. They are notoriouſly defective in the practice 
of religion. They cannot ſhew forth works of Righteouſ- 
| | nels, 
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neſs, properly ſo called, becauſe they have not experienced 
this inward change of heart; and whilſt the tree remains 
corrupt, it is impoſſible it can bring forth good fruit. I heſe 
are they, who, St. Paul foretells, fhould ariſe in the latter 
times, Having a form of godlineſs, yet denying the poxwer of 
77. Many of theſe have inconſiderately undertaken to be 
Teachers, tho' they were not ſent; neither have they 
any experimental knowledge of Juſtification by faith, which 
is the very firſt ſtep or beginning of a Chriſtian life. And 
as they are ignorant of the nature of Ju/{ification, fo are 
tuey hkewiſe of Sanfification; and theretore they often 
contound the one with the other, or at leaſt confound 
thoſe Texts of Scripture that relate to them, They ſeem 
to have no 1dea of apy Salvation but the participation cf 
happineſs and glory hereafter ; therefore to talk of the. 
earveſt of our iuture Inheritance, which is the privilege of 
all Chriſtians in hi Lite, ſeems to tem © preſumption, 
madneſs and folly.” Oh! how ſhametully fallen are num- 
bers of the modern Profeſſors of the Church of England, 
tom butt the theory and experience of their truly religi— 
ous Arceſitors! How icandalous for men to ſubſcribe, and 
vive their aſſent to Articles ard PDoctrires, and that in 
the moſt public and folemn manner, and yet to deny them 
afterwards! How amazing that men will ſubſeribe, f 
what they have not read, /econdly, what they do not un- 
derftand, and thirdly what they do not believe! and yet 
that many members of the eſtabiiſhed Church have done 
this, would not, I believe, be very difficult to prove. 
What would Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, and many 
others of our pious Reformers and Divines. who have lett 
their writings behind them as a memorial of what they 
experienced — What would they lay, were they to hear, 
were they to know, that ritons, and the Sons of Britons, 
that Protefants, torinal Proteſtants have noxw the eftrontery 
to deny thote very doctrines tor which they were burned? 
I prapt indeed th.t we ought not to fubſcribe or give 
our aſſent to any Doctrine, as a matter of faith, which is 
not cleauly deducible from the written Word of God, 
whien ought to be the ſtandard both of faith and * ; 
De ut, 


(.9 3 

but, whoever, upon due examination, thinks that the 
Doctrines contained in the Articles, Liturgy and Homi- 
lies of our Church are not founded upon Scripture, ought 
not to ſubſcribe, or give his Aſſent to them, merely tor 
the ſake of any temp: ral emolument. | | : 

«© You fay, Sir, that I am ** aſſociating with men who 
are Seceders from the Church eſtabliſhed.“— This I deny, 
and cali upon any man to prove it. Let the term ** Ao 
ciation” be firſt defined; and then let it be ſhewn, what is 
the Church eſtabliſhed, If many of the proteſſed Mem- 
bers of our Church have receded from, or are ignorant of 
her ancient Doctrines and Diſcipline ; that is eir fault; 
but I wiſh to ſee her reſtored to the ſtandard of Religion 
as it ſtood in the reign cf Queen Elizabeth, 1t not to that 


of more primitive times; and theretore I think whoever 


is earneſtly engaged in the preſent revival of Religion 
cannot be too much encouraged. It is the bufineſs of us 
Shepherds to watch over our flocks, and to guard them 
from the wolves. Ii then apy of thoſe Itinerants, whom 
we ſuipeR tor wolves come in among our People; I think 
it incumbent upon us as Clergymen to go and examine, 
Frequently examine, hear and converſe with them; and if, 
upon mature examination, we find them doing harm, 
then to oppoſe them with all our might; it they are doin 
good, thar 15, turning. men from fin and wickedneſs to a 
life of righteouſneſs, we ought to thank them for aſſiſting 


us in promoting the ſawe end which we aim at. For my - 


part, it each of my Pariſhioners wou d exhort and endea- 

vour to perſuade his nei-hhour to ceaſe to do evil, and 
to lead + new lite; I ſhould iollow the example of Moſes, 
recorded in Num xi. 26, 27, 28, 29. Many, tho' they 
are partly convinced of the good that has been done in 
theſe kingdoms tor forty or fifty years paſt, are yet of- 


fended at the manner in which it hath been done. But if 


the effect is really good,. I care not what means or method 
is uſed in producing it, Others, again, will not acknow- 
ledge the Truth, merely becau'e it comes from perſons 
whom they look upon as their inferiors; but we ought 
to embrace and receive Truth in whatever form ſhe comes 
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recommmended, as well when ſhe is introduced by a Pea- 
ſant as by a Prince, 5 | 
lt is ſaid, ©* There are public places appointed for 
preaching in, and to officiate in hem is ſufficient” I do 
not neglect thoſe places at the uſual times of aflembling ; 
and it, on every day in the week, I go into each cottage 
in the pariſh, and there pray with, exhort, or inſtruct: 
my Pariſhioners, by endeavouring to expound. ſome portion 
of Scripture, according. to my poor abilities, am 1 not 
to be commenced for ſo doing? It is ſaid again, 
« that this looks too much like parade and outward ſhow,” © 


It may indeed ſeem fo to ſome, tor © all things look yellow 


to the jaundiced eye ;“ but that it is fo in reality, requires 
proof. Again, Lam told, the greater part of the eſta- 
Þliſhed Clergy do not act ſo.— What then, does it there - 
fore follow that I am wrong ? If the majority be wrong, 
am I to follow a multitude to do evil ?f. But this age is 
become lo degenerate,” ſay others, that it is impoſſible 
to reclajm it, therefore you may glide down ſmoothly. 
with the ſtream as well as others; for, if you attempt to 
ſtruggle againſt it, your labour will be in vain, and you 
will be laughed at beſides.“ Though we-cannot ſtop the 
torrent; yet is it not the buſineſs of every. Man, to en- 
.deavour to fave at leaſt his own Soul? *+* You ought to 


_ obey your Ordinary,” I do mean to obey him, and follow 


his godly admonitions as much as in me lies; but if he for- 
bids me to preach the Goſpel, to publiſh the glad tidings 


ol Salvation, to uſe private exhortations as well as public, 
not only to the fick, but to thoſe in health; in this I dare 
not obey him; I muſt obey God rather than man. You 


ought to obſerve the Canons of our Church,” Tho' the 


Canons are only human ordinances, yet l am not conſcious 


of having ated contrary to them, Let any one who hath 


| obſerved them all for one year laſt paſt, cail the fi ſt ſtone 


at me, + Well, though I muſt own your defign is truly 
Jaudable, yet my advice is, Act as others do, otherwiſe you 


will be deprived of your Curacy ” This indeed is argu- 


mentum ad hominem, uſed (in terrorem) when all others 


fail ; and has with many made the icale prepoher hs 
When 


— —— — — — - — 


E 


when all others ſerved only to make it kick the beam. 
Whether it will have this effect on me or not, time only 


will evince. If I have any ſtrength to ſtand firm in ſuch 


a trial, it muſt he imparted to me from a tuperior Power; 
for, of myſelf I can do nothing. My only view is to do 
all the good I can to my fellow-mortals in my day, and 
this it is incumbent on me to do, whether 1 am paid for it 


or not. If any man thinks Iam acting wrong, let him 


ſhew wherein; but if, after he is convinced to the con- 
trary, he ſtill perlecutes me for righteouſneſs jake, at his 
peri] be it; I ſhall not reckon it an uncommon thing even 
at this day, and that amongſt thole who call themſelves 
PRorESs TAN TS. 


1 am, dear Sir, 8 
your affectionate and obliged humble Servant, 

| ; | 8 | . 9 , A.” 
Sept. 20th 1777, 


Mr. A. received no anſwer to the foregoing Letter; 
but when the ſame Gentleman met him a conſiderable 
time atterwards, and ſaid, that it ſeemed as if he wanted 
to diſpute with him ; the Curate replied, that this was 
very far trom his thoughts, and that he was open to con- 
viction, if the Gentleman had any arguments to advance; 


but he advanced none. In October, 1781, he ſent for the 


Curate, and torbade him to preach in his Pariſh; alledg ing 
that the people in a particular part of it, where the Curate 
hid preached for ſome time, were grown melancholy. 
Mr. A. offered to reaſon with him a little, but he would 
not liſten, and declared he would complain that very day 


to the Biſhop ; upon which Mr. A. took his leave, tell 


ing him in poſitive terms, that he would preach in that 
particular place, and alſo every where, when he found it 
convenient and neceſſary fo to do. After that time a 
glorious work of God was carried on in that place, many 
Souls having been awakened and converted to God in it. 
Now let the candid reader judge whether that Gentleman 


acted as a Father in the Church or not? It * | 
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Me. A. wrong, ſhould he not have taken a Httle pains, 


and offered ſoine arguments to convince. him of his error? 
When ſome of the Pariſhioners of K wheie Mr. A. 


was Curate, had built a ſmall Place of Worſhip, or Chapel 
of Eaſe, in the ſummer of the year 1777, and had applied 
to the Biſhop for his approbation, in order to its being 
eſtabliſhed ; the Curate ſhortiy af er received from his 
Rector the following letter concerning it. 1 


a "RET * : ba , 3 N ; 4 | 


LETTER I. 


. « To the Rev. Mr. A. 


Pear Sir. 


ec I ſaw the Biſhop of K laft Sunday, and ke told: 
1 me that application had been made to him by ſome 
of the Pariſhioners of K for another Chapel of caſe. 


He feemed very much ſurprized that this had not been 


notified to him by you; and indeed I wonder much that 
you did not acquaint me with it. No one can be more 
inclined than 1 ſhall always be, to gratify my Pariſhioners, 
and contribute to their eaſe ; and particularly to encourage 


them in the exerciſe of their religious duties. 


As to the expediency of erecting this Chapel, or re- 
pairing this old Church, (which ever it is) I can be no 


judge, till I know where this Church is to ſtand, and what 


Proviſion can be made for the Gentleman who is to officts. * 
ate in it; and therefore I beg you will let me know how 
far the propoſed Scite is from S——, from CH, from 


B. —,, and B; and what number of Proteſtants may 

be. in its neighbourhood, who require this additional. 

Church, and who the principal of them are; and how 

they propoſe that the Clergy man ſhall be paid; for this 1 
| am 


( 33 ) 


am fully determined- on, that Service ſhall be performed 
every Sunday at C: to prevent having only alternate 


Service there; 1 pay gol; a year to an Affittant at S— ; 


and therefore ſhall nut conſent to the Pariſhioners in that 
neighbourhood, being ſubjected» to, that 1nconvenience 
again, When you acquaint me with theſe particulars, 
I ſhall leave them betore the Biſhop tor his determination; 
and I muſt beg of you for-the futute when any thing; 
new ariſes in the pariſh, to give me theearlieſt intelligence 


of it, —and by letting me hear from F ou _ om will | 


much oblige, 


? 


your affe&tionate bumble Servant 
B,” 
Dublin, Od. 14th, 1777 · 


To the above Letter the Curate immediately returned 
the following anſwer, 


d -- G. A- propor tenher ppribedinfe. 


LETTER III. 


“ To the Rev. Doctor B. 


« Dear Sir. 


HE Chapel of Eaſe, which ſome of the Inhabitants. 


of this Pariſh are deſirous to have eſtabliſhed, I 
looked upon, in the beginning, only as a temporary thing ; 3 
and it aroſe from the following circumſtances, 

& When I firſt came to this pariſh, I found the Inhabi- 
tants in a moſtdeplorable ſituation ; many of them totally 
ignorant and uninformed, even with reſpe& to the firſt. 
Principles of Chriſtianity ; fo that when I came to viſit 
them on a fick bed, I fhuddered at the thought of their, 
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( 14 ) 
plunging into Eternity in the ſtate they then were in; nor 
was it in my power, to inſtruct them in a ſhort time. 


Some of them, indeed, have attended the Church of O 


much better of late years than formerly; but ſtill many 
living in places very remote from the Church, and ſo 
much out of the way as to be inacceſſible at ſome ſeaſons, 
remain equally ignorant with the moſt barbarous nations ; 


and what is worſe are more wicked. I preſſed theſe often 


to come to Church ; but they alledged in excuſe the 
immenſe diſtance, and the badneſs of the roads; and in- 
deed in many places there are no roads ; for, I have often 
after riding four or five miles, been obliged to leave my 
horſe, and waik two miles tarther through bogs, ſloughs, 
and miry clay. I then told them who were thus ſituated, 
who, I think, are near iwo thirds of thoſe under my care 


at preſent, that if they would meet me at ſome central 


houſe, I would give them divine Service on a week diy, 
They met accordingly, and after ſome time propoſed 
building a ſmall Chapel of Eaſe, and deſired that I ſhould 
give them alternate ſervice there. ' his, I told them, I 
could not, nor would not do; but that I would do all 
that was in my power, which was, to give them ſervice 
in the evening on Sundays, during the Summer, and on a 
week-day in the Winter; but that if they inſiſted upon 

alternate ſervice on Sundays, they muſt apply to the 
Biſhop. Some of them were d2puted to wait on his 
Lordſhip at the late Viſitation, but were prevented by 
ſome accident; and as they did not attend at at time, 
I did not think it proper to mention to him the giving 
alternate ſervice, as that propoſal did not originate from 
me. I am informed they have fince preſented a Petition 


to the Biſhop ; but I don't find that it is, or was their 


intention, that this intended Chapel ſhould be any addi- 


tional expence either to the reſt of the pariſhioners, or to 


the Incumbent Nor was it, or is it my intention to ledve 
the Church of C without conſtant ſervice. I pro- 


poſe indeed giving theſe Petitioners divine ſervice on 
Sunday evenings in the Summer, and on a week-day in 
the Winter, during my refidence amongſt them; and this 

| I 


\ 
d 


Church of K 
„The reaſon why | did not mention this affair to you 


. of four, five, and ſix miles from C— 


6850 


do, (J appeal to the Searcher of hearts) to diſcharge my 
conſcience, and that ſolema promife which I made at my 
Ordination. Let my vucceflor do as he thinks proper; 
but ] think there is no man of feeling that will not pity the 


tuation of theſe people, were he to know it as well as I do. 


Indeed it is not poſſible for any language of mine to ex- 
preſs the drearineſs of the country in the Winter ſeaſon ; 
notwithſtanding which, and that the pariſh 1s, I believe; 
at leaſt ſixteen miles in length, I have walked, frequently 
walked through moſt parts of it. When I laid an account 
and a map ct this pariſh before the late Biſhop, previous 
to your becoming Rector, he ſaid, ** There ought to be 
at leaſt four Churches in 1t;” and indeed, I think the old, 
ought to be rebuilt, | 


hitherto was, partly becaule I looked upon it only as a 
temporary thing, and partly leſt I ſhould ſeem to be the 
trumpeter of my own praiſe. I know I ſhall ſoon be 
called to give an account of my Srexvardſhip ; and were I 
to do ten times, nay ten thouſand times more than I have 
done, I ſhould ſtill be az znprofitable Servant. 

«© There is no Scite of an old Church at the place 
where this intended Chapel is to ſtand ; but I am inform- 
ed there was one of the ſame kind near that place, in the 
memory of ſome perſons now living. There is a Liſt re- 
turned to me of upwards of ſixty families, whoſe names 


you may have if you chuſe, reſiding in the neighbourhood - 


of this intended Chapel, ſome of whom live at the diſtance 
, ſome of them 
, ſome tour and five from B 


ten or twelve from S 


Whother it is expedient to have a Chapel eſtabliſhed at 
the place propeſed by the Petitioners or not, I leave to 


the Biſhop and you to determine; but this I know, that 
ſomething of the kind is abſolutely, izdiſpenſibly neceſſary; 
and ittwill, I am perſuaded, appear fo to any one who 1s 
acquainted with the People and the Place, and who has 


the Salvation of immortal Souls at heart, 
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& Tf any thing in future occurs worth mentioning, 1 
ſhall acquaint you of it, and ſhall be thankful to you 
for your inſtructions. 

I am, Dear Sir, | 
Your ſincere humble Servant, 
Oct. 17th, 1777. 


The Doctor took about fix weeks to conſider of this 
important matter, and wrote, in the mean time, once or 


twice, to other perſons in the Country, to enquire about 


this Chapel of Eaſe, before he wrote to the Curate the 
following evaſive Epiſtle. | 


rhe pr - ee - Me-. dr 


LETTER Iv. 
To the Rev. Mr. A. 


Dublin, Dec. 4th, 1777. 
«Dear Sir, ne 1 


ce 1 laid your Letter before the Biſhop of K——, who 
will be very ready to accommodate the Pariſhtoners 
of K—— with a Chapel of Eaſe, whenever a Fund is 
appropriated and ſecured for keeping it in repair, and for 
paying the Curate's Salary, who is to officiate there. 
When this can be done, he deſires to be app'ied to; But 
in the mean time thinks it wrong, that publick divine 
Service ſhould be per formed in any place not licenſed by 
the Biſhop. 1 perfectly agree in Sentiments with his 
Lordſhip on this occaſion, and am, | | 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, humble Servant, 


| B.“ 
To the above the Curate ſent the following Reply. | 


L 4 * 2 "JF 


+8 
LETTER Y, 
Jo the Reverend Doctor B. 
= Dec. 29th, 1777. 
Pear Sir, 
46 AVING lately changed my lodgings, I did not 
receive your Letter of the fourth init: fo ſoon 
as 1 ſhould have done. It ſeems to contain two Parts, 


one relative to the Pariſhioners, who have petitioned for a 
Chapel of Eaſe ; the other reſpecting mytelt, and the per- 


forming divine Service there. Now, as theſe people are 


not very quick in their Intellects, and their ears are dull 


of hearing; if | ſhould read to them that part of your 
| Letter, reſpecting the Chapel of Eaſe, they would not 


underſtand it; and if I ſhould attempt to expound it, I 


might perhaps miſtake your meaning. Therefore I beg 


leave to propoſe a few. plain queſtions, and requeſt you 
will give a conciſe, yet explicit Anſwer to each, in order 
to elucidate your laſt Letter. 


«: You ſay—* The Biſhop of K—— will be ready to 


accommodate the Pariſhioners of K——, with a Chapel 
of Eaſe, whenever a Fund is appropriated and ſecured for 
keeping it in repair, and for paying the Curate's Salary 
who is to officiate there. When this can be done, he 
defires to be applied to.“ I aſk, will any perſon apply 
either to Parliament, or to the Board of Firſt Fruits for a 
Fund to build a Chapel of Eaſe in the pariſh of K—, 
for the uſe of the Petitioners ? Who is that perſon; and 
when will he apply for this Fund ?——You ſay, When 


this can be done, (that is, I ſuppoſe, when this Fund 


is obtained) he deſires to be applied to. Applied to 
for what? Is it to requeſt that his Lordſhip will counte- 


nance and eſtabliſh this intended Chapel ? He has already 
received a Petition to that purport: and if I am rightly 


informed, did at firſt give 15 approbation, Is it doubted 


* whether 
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foot of ground in the pariſh of K 


1 
whether a Chapel of Eaſe is neceſſary at the place pro- 
poſed by the Petitioners? If fo, then a more particular 
enquiry may be made, and perſons examined upon oath. 
Bur perhaps it 1s expected, that the Petitioners ſhould 
raiſe the Fund for building this intended Chapel. To 
this, I think, I may already anſwer, that they are 
iin, but not able ſo to do. And what they weie able 
to do, they have done, namely, to build a temporary Cha- 


pel; which may ſerre in the mean time, till a Fund is 


procured from the Board of Firſt Fruits, or otherwiſe, for 
building a more elegant one, 

% With reſpect to myſelf, and the performing of divine 
Service at this Chapel, I would alſo beg leave to propoſe a 


few que ſtions. Lou ſay . You agree with his Lordſhip 


in thinking it wrong, that publick divine Service ſhould 
be performed in any place not licenſed by the Biſnop.“— 
Is it then right that private divine Service ſhould be 


performed zhere? What is and wherein does the diſtine- 


tion lie between public and private divine Service? What 


parts of the Liturgy, Collects, Leſſons, &c. &c. are to be 


uſed in the one, and omitted in the other? I would alfo 


beg leave to aſk, where that place is, that is not already 


licenſed by the Biſhop ? I am licenſed to affiſt you. in the 
care of Souls in the pariſhot K——, Now I cannot take 
care of thoſe ſouls without often converfing with them, 
reading and expounding ſome portion of Scripture tothem, 
in the beft manner I am able, and alſo praying with them. 
And | apprehend, that not only the Church-walls whilſt 
I ſtand within them, but alſo every Cottage, nay, each 
is licenſed, whilſt 
Jam ſtanding upon it, and that, not only by the Biſhop, 
but by the King's authority. I alſo believe it to be my 
duty to preach the Goſpel to every ſoul within my Curacy, 
as far as may be; and if they cannot, or wil not come to 
the Church, then to preach to them wherever I can con- 
veniently meet them. You will pleaſe to let me know 
whether you agree with ze in theſe ſentiments” or not? 
„ There is one thing which you ſeem apprehenſive of, 
the paying an additional Curate's Salary, Now, to make 
| your 


C 39-3 


your mind eaſy upon that head, I am willing to undertake - 


the giving of conſtant ſervice both at C-— and this in- 


tended Chapel, and that without any addition to my Sa- 


lary. You well know what a weighty and important 
charge the Care of Souls is: 


more than I am in the care of thoſe in this pariſh, I doubt 


not but you will fulfil in fa what you have ſaid in a 
former Letter, that is, to gratify your Pariſhioners, . 
particularly to encourage 


and contribute to their eaſe; an 
them in the exerciſe of their religious duties.“ 


Perhaps you may think I am too ſcrupulous, and 
conſcientious in theſe matters; but 1 apprehend, where 


the welfare of immortal Souls 1s in queſtion, we cannot be 


too conſcientious; and be aſſured, Sir, I have nothing 
elſe in view, but to endeavour to /ave my own Soul, and 


' tboje that bear me. 
| I am, Dear Sir, 

with due reſpect, your affectionate 
bumble.ſervant,” 


| A. 
The Doctor being put thro? all his guards, and being, 


as it ſeems, unable to anſwer any part of the Curate's. 


Letter, vouchſafed to fend him only the following lines; 
at which, no doubt, the reader will be aſtoniſhed. ; 
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And as you are concerned 
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EUETTEL VL 
« To the Rev. Mr. A. 


| sf Dublin, Jan: 17. 1778. 
« Dear Sir, Fg | 


„ laid your laſt Letter before the Biſhop, and left it with 


him at his defire, and ſuppoſe he will take the firſt 
opportunity of communicating to you and the Pariſhioners 
his ſentiments about the Chapel of Eaſe. As to myſelf, 


the eſtabliſhment of it can never affect my intereſt, as 


there is as much charged on this Pariſh already for Cu- 
rates, as the Law will allow to be charged. 


I am, dear vir, 


Your obedient humble Servant, B 


Here the Correſpondence relative to this matter between 
the Rector and the Curate ended; the Rector taking no 


farther notice about it; though the Curate continued 


to preach and read divine Service at the Chapel for near 
ſix years afterwards, Perhaps the ſerious Reader, if he 
happens to live in the next Century, or in a more en- 
lightened age, will ſtand aſtoniſhed, and ſcarcely credit 
this relation, He may be ready to enquire; Had this 
Rector no feeling, no yearning bowels of Compaſſion over 
theſe poor ſouls committed to his charge? Had he no 
ſenſe of ſhame, no regard to his cath or promiie? Was 


de content to hive at eaſe ſeventy miles diſtant from the 


Pariſh, and never to enquire concerning the {ſpiritual 
health of thoſe, who contributed to tupply m with things 
neceſſary for the body? Alas! Had he no regard to q uſ- 
tice, Mercy, or Truth? Be aſtonſned, O ve Heavens! 
And thou, Earth, hide him in thy boſom; cover his 
Name in the duſt! f 


June 


%%% et. I 


and after paſſing ſome encomiums on his two printed 


preaching out of his own Curacy. Some converſation en- 
ſued between each of them and him on this ſubject, He 


for the Peruſal of the Public. 


-. -- 


preaching every where is neither illegal, nor contrary to 


„„ 


jane the 28th, 1781, the Biſhop's Viſitation was held 
at ; when two learned Doctors add reſſed the Curate, 
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Sermons, they condemned his practices with reſpect to 
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took occaſion to write to them ſhortly after, and received 
their anſwers, Their Letters and his are here ſubjoined 
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LETTER VI. 


\* 

| 3 5 

c To the Rev. Doctor * * * * 1 

| a . 

"fb 

July 4th, 1782. 1 

N 5 - * 1 | 1 
*« Rev. Sir, | ; Why 
4e OU were pleaſed, on the day of our late Viſita- | 1 


— 
— — 
« 1 — 
" — 


tation, to declare your Sentiments with regard 


i 
to thoſe Sermons of mine, which you have ſeen; ſaying l by 
that. “ they were Scriptural, and agreeable. to the Doc- ö 95 
trines ot our Church“ But, as you, at the ſame time, | RY 
earneſtly requeſted that 1 would confine my diſcourſes and 1580 
exhortations within the limits of my own Curacy; Iam * 
ready to pay the molt ſerious attention to what you or any 4 
other Father in the Church ſhall ſay upon this, or any 1 
ether topic. Now, ſo far as I can recollect, tho' you i 
made rhis requeſt, you did not aſſign any reaſon for it: 1 
therefore I beg leave to trouble you further upon this 13] 
occaſion; and do moſt humbly beſeech you, if you ſee 0 


any thing in my practices that is wrong, or worthy of 
reprehenſion, that you will mention it in the briefeſt and 
moſt explicit manner. You have already granted, that 
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Scripture, It fo, then, methinks, it cannot be improper; 
| | nay, 
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nay, I believe it is highly uſeful, and abſolutely neceſſury. | 


1 turther believe, that every Miniſter, called of God to 


ſpeak in his name, may in /ome ſenſe, conſider the whole 
world as his Pariſh; and though he may labour more in 
one place than another, yet he may occaſionally call ſin - 
ners to repentance axy where, As to myſelf, the caſe 
ſands thus: 1 mean, 1o far as I am able, to follow. the 
Precepts of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and would not follow 
St. Paul or any other man, tarther than I was cOnvinced 
he followed Chriſt, My Conſcience being enlightened 
by the word of God, prompts me to do all the good I poſ- 
fibly can in my day; and if any man invites me to his 
houſe, and deſires me to read or expound here a portion of: 
Scripture, or to pray with him and his family or neigh- 
bours, if afſembled, T dare not refuſe, provided I have 
leiſure or opportunity ; tor,. I look upon it as agreeable to 
the divine Command. . Conſcience is a ſacred thing, 
which we muſt attend to, eſpecially when its dictates are 
agreeable to the written Word of God, However, if you 
think my Conſcience is not rightly informed with reſpect 
to this matter, and will take the trouble to ſet me right, 


by arguments drawn from Scripture, I ſhall thank you 


moſt ſincerely, and pay the utmoſt deference to your 
Judgment as a man of experience and knowledge in the 
Scriptures. As this ſeems to me no trivial matter, but 


rather of the utmoſt importance; I requeſt the favour of 
a Line from you on this head, and am, . 


Dear Sir, with great regard, 
your obedient humble Servant, | 
| A.“ 


To the above Letter, Mr. A. received the following 
Anſwer. 
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LETTER VII. 
« To the Rev, Mr. A 
Auguſt 1ſt, 1781. 


W HEN I wok the liberty of ſpeaking to you 


at our laſt Vifuation, concerning your preach- 
ing in Fields, Strects, or Market-houſes, out of your own 


Pariſh ; I did not intend to enter into controverſy, nor will 
I now enter into ary. 1 only offered my private opinion, 


as a Friend, to you. 


% remember i bat you were a decent, regular Scholar in 


Frm ty College Dublin, when 7 was a Fellow there; and 


I wiſhed, fer that reaton, that no part of your conduct in 


this Dioceſe ſhould give offence, as I was informed your 
Field-preaching did to our Biethren ot the and to 
ſome reputable Perſons among the Laity. | 

„It is my own opinion, but I will not defend it, 
that no Clergyman in thele our Day s, who is appointed 
to a particular, Flock, has the ſame Commiſſion to preach 
the Goſpel every where, which the firſt Apoſtles of our 


Saviour had. You have no right to preach in any pariſn 


but your own, without the content of the miniſter of that 
Pariſh. Nay, a Biſh p, who is of the higeſt Order in the 
Church, muſt not periorm any Epiſcopal Act, ſuch as con- 
ferring of holy Orders, or confirming Catechumens, i in 
the Dioceſe of another Biſhop, without the expreſs con- 
ſent of that other Biſhop. 

& T hear, Sir, that you have a wife and children ; ws 
conſideration alſo pompts me to ſpeak to you againſt Field- 
preaching. I r-colie& that about tour or five years ſince, 
my Lord * * * mentioned you in ſome converſation 
at * , as one whom he wiſhed to ſee preferred in the 


Church ; and I ſaid ſomething to his Lordſhip to confirm 
him in his good Intention. Since he is allied to the 
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Biſhop of ——, I think he may eaſily obtain ſome 
Benefice for you ; but I know neither his ſentiments nor 
thoſe of that Biſhop concerning Field-preaching. 
And after all, perhaps temporal conſiderations, reſpectin 
eee your wife and children, have no weight with you. 
n that caſe, to preſs them further on you, would be vain 
and ineffectual. I heartily wiſh you well. I am a friend 
to Zeal kept within reaſonable bounds, I think *a great- 
er portion of it is wanted, than we generally meet with, 
But it is too apt fo run riotous, and to flame forth in 
Enthufiaſm and wild Fanaticiſm, I pray God to preſerve 
gu from | theſe dangerous exceſſes, as well us from 
ukewarmneſs, 
5 I am, Dear Sir, 
| | your very faithful 
25 and humble ſervant. 
| * » & * 


To this civil Letter, Mr. A. made the following reply. 


. 4. . -. 


rn e 


Tu the Rev. Doctor d 


et Rev. Sir. Aug. 6th, 1781. 
« OTHING was further from my thoughts or in- 
tention, than controverſy, when I wrote my for- 
mer Leiter. And I hope you will look upon the preſent 
one only as a token of the reſpect and gratitude which I 
think I owe to you, Sir, for your kind advice, and friendly 
Letter. It is true, I had a defire to. hear what might be 
ſaid on both ſides of the queſtion, concerning what 1s called 
#01v. © irregular Preaching ;”” and then to weigh the 
ſeveral. arguments in the ballance of Scripture and 
Reaſon. Some others of the Clergy have ſpoken to me 


upon 


. 


59 


Cs ) 


upon this ſubject; but I am more obliged to you, becauſe 
you have done it in a more friendly manner; and I will 


endeavour to follow your advice, ſo far as I can 
doing violence to my Conſcience. 

I am ſorry that any part of my Conduct ſhould give 
offence either to the Clergy or Laity; but in any caſe, 
where the competition lies between God and man; then 
we muſt reverence God rather thau man. 
private opinion, the caſe ſtands thus in the preſent in- 
ſtance. And be aſſured, Sir, there is not a man in this 
Diocele that had a greater averſion to, or was leſs qualified 
for irregular Preaching, than I was, and am ſtill, if I were 
not afraid of offending the Deity in declining it, whenever 
there is a neceſſity for it. Though 1 laboured tor many 
years with ſome degree of fincerity and zeal ; yet my 
labours were not blefled, 'till, after having made the ex- 
periment, ] ſometimes became irregular, It is this that 
chiefly has weight with me, not becauſe any other man 
has ſet me the precedent, either in antient or modern 
Times, 


„% Intemperate or enthuſiaſtic zeal I have hitherto, and 


, without 


J hope always ſhall induſtriouſſy avoid. Yet it is good to 
Se xcaloaſir affected always in a good thing; and ſuch I look 


upon a deure for the converſion and talvation of ſouls to 
be. Indeed I could wiſh to have thoſe trite terms Eu- 
thufiaſm and Fanatici/m? well defined, and the middle line 
that divides them from Lukewarmneſs“ nicely aſcer- 
tained. For, I fear that many, who frequently uſe them, 
have no fixed, determinate idea concerning them. (Here 
I by no means infinuate that Doctor * * * is one of 
theſe.) And I ftill think, if the line was determined, 
J ſh+uld be found on that fide that inclines towards 
Lukewarmneſs, N ; 
„Though “ temporal conſiderations?” have not ver 
great weight with me; yet I hope 1 ſhall never be fo 
devoid of reaſon as to neglect providing the necefſar ies of 
lite for myſelt and family, The ſupertluities l do not 
ſeek after; having food and rayment, let us thertauith be 


content. I {till retain a gratetul ſenſs of the kind manner 
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in which you were pleaſed to mention me to Lord * * * 
when in converſation with him. But I never had the 
leaſt expectation of being promoted in the Church either 
through his means, or that of any other perſon. And I 
never directly or indirectly took any ſteps in order to 
procure promotion, becauſe it is my private opinion, that 
it is not right ſo to do. If any thing comes in a provi- 
dential way, I believe we may accept of it, when offered. 
This, I ſuppoſe, will, in the opinion of ſome, ſavour of 
Enthuſiaſm .; but, methinks, it muſt be only thoſe, who 
do not ſtudy or believe the Bible. PE 
„ And now, Sir requeſting you will look upon what 
I have ſaid in this or my former Letter only as the reſult 
of my private. judgment, not proceeding from any defire 
for controverſy, which I always diſliked ; and once more 
returning you my molt {incere thanks for your friendly 
Letter, I remain, 21 | | 
18 with great regard, 
your obliged and very humble Servant, . 


| The other Doctor, who ſpoke to Mr. A. at the viſita- 
tion concerning his ſermons and practices, was the Rev. 
Arch-Deacon C-—, to whom he wrote as follows: 


, 5 June 29th, 1781. 
Dear Sir, 5 F 
* having done me the favour yeſterday to 
make your obſerrations concerning two Sermons 
of mine which have been printed, as alſo concerning my 
conduct in other reſpects, demands an acknowledgment on 


my ſide; for that a Gentleman of Four. ſtation ſhould - 
N | EP condeſcend 


— OI. x 


e 


condeſcend to take any notice of the meaneſt perſon in this 
Dioceſe. Though I have not learned to gie flattering 
titles to man, neither do 7 accept any man's perſon ; yet J 
defire to pay that deference to every Man that is due to 
him, For a few years paſt, many aud various have been 
the reports concerning me ; nine tenths of which, I will 
venture to ſay, have been ſcandalouſly falſe, However, 
I paſſed them by in ſilence, being conſcious to myſelt 
of acting by one invariable rule, namely, doing all things 
with a fingle eye to the glory of God. I beg let veto ineloſe, 
for your private conſideration, a few articles of my Creed, 
which, with thoſc two Sermons which you have ſeen, con- 
tain the ſumof what I believe and preach, It you ſee any 


thing in either contrary to /oznd Doctrine; you will do me 


a kindneſs if you will take the trouble to mention it. 


+ There is one point, wherein you, and, I believe, 


many others, ſeem to differ from me 1n opinion ; that is, 
admitting I adhere to the Doctrines of the Church 
eſtabliſhed; yet it is not expedient to preach them. at all 
times, and in all places. That this is contrary to any of 
the Canons is not yet clear to me, But ſhould any Human 
Law be found to militate againſt the plain written Word 
of Gop, conſcience would dictate to me, *© Do not 
obey it. Go ye, and preach the Goſpel to every creature. 
Mark 16. 15. Go ye into the high ways, and as many as ye 


Jhall find, bid to the marriage. Matt. xx11. 9. Go out quickly 


into the Streets and Lanes of the City, and bring in hither the 
Poor, the Maimed, the Halt, aud the Blind. Go out into 
the high-xways and heages, and compel thein to come in. Luke 
xiv. 21, 23. Thele Scriptures, I ap>1ehend, are deli- 
vered not only to the Preachers of the Goſpel in the apoſ- 


tolic age, but to every Miniſter ordained or ſent of God 
in every age, to the end of the world. And I believe it 


is as neceſſary ot to call Sinners to repentance by every 
means, and by every method, both ih /caſon, and out of 


ſeaſon; (notwithitanding the regular ſtated places appoint- 


ed for public worſhip) as it has been at any time theſe 
eighteen hundred years. Now, if the wicked are reclaim 
ed, and Sinners converted unto God; it matters not, me— 
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thinks, by what method, in what manner, at what time, 


or at what place, this effect is wrought, if the effect be 


really accompliſhed. And that this 1s the End which we 
all aim, or Honld aim at, in all our Diſcourfes both in 
public and private, you will readily agree with me. If ſo, 
then let us exert ourſelves heartily in ſo laudable a pur- 
poſe, having in all things a fngle ge to the Glory of God. 
You will, I doubt not, pardon the freedom and plainneſs 
which I uſe ; for tho' I uſe ſuch to all men; yet I would 
not wiſh to u any improper freedom towards any man. 

«© One thing more 1 beg leave to mention. 1 have 
been repreſented as one who pretends to fomething very 
extraordinary. Now I pretend to no extraordinary gifts 
or graces, My natural abilities are very poor. And, I 


am perſuaded, if any of the Gentlemen Clergy would im- 


prove their Talent, they might eafily exceed me by many 
degrees. It is true, for four years paſt, I have, agree- 
able to your excellent advice in your Viſitation Sermon, 
applied myſelf more cloſely to the ſtudy of Divinity, and 
reading the Scripture than I had done; by which means 


I have acquired /ome knowledge, tho' comparatively ſpcak- 


ing, it is ſtill very deficient. 


ee As the opportunity we had for converſation was vel y 


ſhoft, and as you ſeemed deſirous of a farther opportunity, 


I ſhall do myſelf the favour to wait on you at any time or 
place you require; or it you will condeſcend to favour 
me with a Line upon this, or any other ſubject, directed 
to me near B-—-, it ſhall be punctually attended to by, 

| Dear Sir, | : 
: Your obedient, humble Servant, 2 


Here, before be goes further, the Reader is requeſted 
to peruſe the above Letter again; and after an impartial 
conſideration thereof, let him candidly ſay, whether he 
thinks there is any thing of inſolence or diſreſpect con- 


- tained in it. This requeſt is made becauſe of the very 


pompous ſiyle of the following one which Mr. A. received 
in anſwer to it. The Spirit of both Letters will be eafily 
perceived by every diſcerning reader, — 
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LETTER XN 


« Tothe Rev. Mr. A. 


| July 13th, 1781. 
« Rev. Sir, 


„% Am favour'd with yours, and entirely ſubſcribe to 


your Doctrine. It is orthodox, and the genuine 
Spirit of Chriſtianity ; and I truſt, Sir, it is what influ- 
x us all; at leaſt you will readily agree, that no man 
Who did not profeſs the ſame could be ordained into the 
Miniſtry; Here, then, we are all upon a par: and it is 


to be hoped, that in our ſeveral charges we demean our- 


ſelves accordingly. But I wiſh that a gentleman ſo emi- 
nently orthodox (for you hare publiſhed) would furniſh 
no occaſion of being charged with proceedings ſubverſive 
of that beautiful order and decorum which diſttaguiſhes 
our Church-Government, Our decent Ceremonies, and 
Divihons and Subdiviſions of Vicar, Rector, Dioceſhn, 
Metropolitan, under one ſupreme Head, who unites. the 
civil with the eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, have no other ob- 
ject but regularity in view, in obedience to that excellent 
precept, Let all things be done decently and in order,” 
Why then, Sir, - will you officiouſly intrude yourſelt into 
the charge of others? Have you too little to engroſs your 
attention in your own particular department? I believe, 
that were your Abilitics doubied, you would experience 
ample range for their exertion within the precincts of your 
own Curacy: as your late Preſentment to the Vicar- 
general ſufficiently demonſtrates. But if you have ſuch 
leiſure, yet what motive can you aſſign for lifting up your 


voice in your Brother's walk? Is he remiſs? Take care 


how you condemn him, You cannot, without extending 
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your cenſure. If he is negligent, your ears will not be 


the firſt to be aſlaiPd. So crymg a Charge that calls aloud 


tor foreign aſſiſtance to preierve the ſheep entruſted to his 
vigilance, mult ſound like a Trumpet, and will be heard 
by him, who has Authority to interpoſe, Power to redreſs, 
and Inclination to coincide with Duty. Iam as little diſ- 
pos'd to flatter the Rank, Title, and let me add, the Abilt- 
ties of any man, as you can be; or to forget what I owe 
myſelf, and the Dignity of my Nature; but J hope, at the 
ſame time, that whilit there are neceſſary Diſtinctions 
amongſt men, I ſhall ever cheartully conform to the com- 
mand that entorces a due and manly reſpect to my fuperiors. 
However therefore you may ſurpaſs me, yet permit me 
in the ſpirit of ſincerity, without deviating from the above 
rule, to blame you for treſpaſſing in the manner you 
acknowledge and endeavour, to defend, Submit the 
Queſtion to Doctor R , and you will find you ſub- 
ject yourſelf to Degradation for officiating in any place 
unconſecrated; how much more ſo for an Irruption into 
the Charge of others, as uncharitable as irregular, and con- 
trary to the practice of all Conformiſts ? If you do diſſent 
trom our Church, conceal it no longer under puſilanimous 
profeſſions, or the ſtirling Impreſſion of your printed Diſ- 
courſes; but avow it mantully, and forſake us. It tolerates 
the wildeſt abfurdities of the wildeſt Sect exiſting ; for it re- 
members that Legions of Angels are fortH coming if their 
mterpoſition is neceſſary; and therefore you may preach 
in the fields and labour to your liking. But if you will 
continue among us, for Gods fake, Sir, be ſubordinate 


to thoſe Laws and thoſe Powers you voluntarily ſubmitted 


to at your Ordination, and when you received that Licence 
which conſtitutes you a Curate of K :- for, they are 
every way calculated for the good of man, and ſtrictly con- 
formable to the word of God, and the practice of the 
Church from the moſt primitive age of Chriſtianity. 
Willingly ſuppoting it your earnelt deſire to build 
up, and not deſtroy ; to imitate the pious action of Se 
and Fapber, and not the profligate humour of the abandoned 
Ham, (even if in your power) let me aſk, why will you 1 
8 | the 
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the danger of multiplying Divifions amongſt us, too divided 
as we are already; and ſpiriting up the common People 


to a greater contempt of their legal Teachers than perhaps 


they are inclined to entertain already, trom the malicious 
ſuggeſtions of our antient and indefatigab le Enemy? 
I reduce the whole matter of our Difference (putting 
thole laws which ſhould regulate us out of the queſtion, ) 
to this ſhort iſſue. When you enter, uninvited, into the 
charge of another man, you have pauled, as Cz/ar at the 
Rubicon, and wetyhed the Buſineſs maturely, as it required. 
There was occaſion, you found, upon a fair diſcuſſion, for 
your interference. That could proceed only from the 


neglect of the proper Paſtor. Sir, I affirm, it you cannot 


convict him clearly of negligence or incapacity, you are 22 
charitable in aſſembling his Flock without his knowledge 
and permiſſion ; and anwarrantable at all events, while you 
confeſs yourſelf amenable to Church Diſcipline, yet pre- 
ſume to act without your Licence; and however others may 
chooſe to act, I know my own feelings would take the alarm 


upon what I ſhould conſider a moſt impudent attack upon all 


that could render lite deſirable ; and I ſhould acknowledge 
the imputation of Negligence as juſt, it I did not exert my- 
ſelt accordingly, But lay your hand upon your heart, 
which ſhould harbour a railing accuſation againſt no man; 
and after taking a view of the Gentlemen of our Dioceſe, 
who have the care of Souls in the ſeveral Pariſhes that 
compoſe it, point out the man unworthy of bis Charge. 
When you do, and at the ſame time can prove to demon- 


ſtrat ion that you have nothing to do at home, and that you 


are duly commiſſioned and can produce your Credentials — 
then ſhall you be ſaluted the Ornament of the eſtabliſh'd 


Church in this corner of it;— then ſhall your ſuperior 


attention, ample leiſure, and enviable Endowments render 


you a welcome Help-mate to our Deficiencies, and- we 


will unanimouſly impel you on with 


„ T decus,— i noſter — melioribus utere donis.“ 


Now, Sir, tho' I highly condemn and reprobate ſuch works 
of Supererogation as unneceſſary at beſt; and proceeding 
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nineteen times in twenty from the high- blown phantacy 
of Self- ſufliciency; as well as too often from the danger- 
ous, however contemptible deſigns of hypocriſy; yet I 
really think you to be in earneſt, Reſt aſſured, that if my 
opinion of you in every reſpect was not the very beſt, I 
would neither have introduced myſelf to you, or expreſs'd 
a deſire of a better acquaintance; or have troubled you 
with this ingenuous declaration of my Sentiments. Before 
J put an end to it, permit me to obſerve that the Texts , 
Vu point out, were addreſſed to the firſt Preachers of the 
Goſpel; while not only the Diſciple but the Maſter him- 
felt was perſecuted; when Kings were not its nurſing 
Fathers, or Queens its nurſing Mothers. But the Church 
was in its Birth. It is now in its glory, and encompaſſed 
fo, that the gates of Hell fhall not prevail againſt it. 
Yet if you will confider them as 1mmediate to yourſelf, 
and you of courſe eſteem yourſelf ,as obliged literally to 
preach the Goſpel to every creature, —why do you narrow - 
the ſphere of your Activity; limit yourſelt to the confined 
b undaries of this little Dioceſe, or even to the extenſive 
emp re of Great-Britain? — Madagaſcar, Japan, China, the 
Tarkiſn Dominions in Europe and Aſa, with the unpene- 
trated interior regions of Afi ca are expanded before you; 
Difficulties every where preſent themſelves, and court 
. Your courage to ſurmount them ; and martyrdom itſelf 
invites you. But if you wiſh not to be quite fo literal, 


I think you will do better; for before you can with any 


degree of propriety tranſcend thoſe limits you are licenſed 
to, you are thoroughly to purify and cleanſe what they 
encircle. ** Preach the Goſpel, therefore, to every crea- 
ture within your own charge. Ranſack the High-ways, 
and bid them to the marriage. Search the itreets, lanes, 
and every receptacle of blindneſs and wretchedneſs, and 
compel them to come in.” This is the anxious concern 


of the Church of which we are Members and Paſtors ; but 
who 18 ſufficient for the undertaking ! It is parceled out 
amongſt us who are advanced to the high honour and dig- 
nity of Prieſts, But, tho* dignified and honoured, we 
are not to be inſolent or opinionated, We are to ſubmit 

to 


| x00 

to our Rulers in Church and State. We take an 'oath 

before we are authorized to act in our Department to obey 

them in all their lawful Orders and Directions; it is to 

preſerve unity and avoid confiffion. As watchmen we 

have our different ſtations; let us be alert, but let us con- 

fine ourſelves to our reſpective Poſts, that knowing our 

peculiar offices, we may work with greater efficacy. If _ 

the wolf in our abſence ſhould deſtroy our lambs, it will le 

bde an uſeleſs, however proud, vain-glorious, phariſaical 
excuſe, that we were ſearching for him in the fold of 

others. Our Office requires the utmoſt extent of our 

Abilities, the whole of our circumſpection in our own 
Cures. It is difficult and dangerous; ſufficient to make 
a thinking man tremble; and we have enough to do in 
our own circle, it we properly execute our Buſineſs with- 
out extending our operations into what is confeſſedly ee- 

f Centrical. i oy | 

3 „Reverend Sir, I bid you heartily farewell: —repeat- 

ing the invitation you were ſokind to accept of, and ſhall 

at every your convenience be glad to ſee you here. But 

I earneſtly requeſt of you, as a Friend and Brother, not 

to give offence to our reverend Brethren, by a method 

that muſt multiply divſions. The inferior Claſs are 

t Lovers of Novelty ; they are alſo credulous aud unſteady 

f and when they perceive your boundleſs zeal hurrying you 

i beyond your Commiſſion, they will take your Fancy that 

they are neglected, for full proof that they are neglected ; 

=. and thus they will receive unfavourable impreſſions of 
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thgir perhaps as worthy, but more modeft Paſtor. What 4 

is the natural conſequence ? You cannot be always with 1 

A them; if you will not ſtay at home, it is not into one $44 
b Pariſh you will only ramble; and your labours will be fo 9 0 
d multiplied upon your hands, that it will be impoſſible for 1 
n you, like St. Paul, to attend to all the Churches; and if 
it what then are the poor People to do, who cannot have 48 
it you always with them; and whom your ſuperior Abilities, 
5 more eminent Piety, greater Eloquence, and more falui.ry "y 
e- Doctrine have rendered diſcontented, and diffati-fied with 5 
it their appointed Teachers? Why, Sir, if they cannot be Th 
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tate to me, do not obey it?“ 


N 
gratified with you, they will follow the firſt who adopts 
your model; and tho“ your Principles may be ſound, and 
your Doctrine orthodox, yet will you anſwer for your 
Succeſſors in this irregular and peripatetic method of 
ſpreading yoar Divinity? Will you take it upon you to 
affirm and prove that the Flock of Chriſt is in leſs danger 
from wolves in ſheep's cloathing by giving their ears and 
hearts to ſuch Itinerants, than by ſoberly liſtening to their 
legally appointed, and properly educated Teachers? For 


| ſhame, Sir; you are a miniſter of the eſtabliſhed Church, 


and do not therefore either lead or follow thoſe who wiſh, 


but wiſh, thank God, in vain, to undermine and ſhake her 


Foundations, and level the fair ſtructure to the ground. 
For what is it, in the name of common modeſty, you 
mean by a parade of your Creed, and the Papers and Quo- 


tations you ſo often diſtribute at our Viſitations? Why 


will you ſubject yourſelf to imputations ? Surely tho' we 
are not equally oftentatious ;—we are as firm in our be- 
lief as you can be; and yet you do not perceive any of 
us making a buſtle,--valuing ourſelves, —cr preſuming 
upon this excellency. If I ſay this Dioceſe is ſecond to 
none for worthy, learned, pious, and able Preachers, it 


will never be deemed a vain boaſt ; and tho' we willingly 


rank you amongſt the higheſt in theſe great gifts and qua- 
lities, yet we cannot permit you to hold yourſelf out to 
the world as the firſt man amongſt us, which is what you 
ſeem to mean, if you mean any thing at all, by your ir- 
regular mode of conducting yourſelf, But let me here 
aſk you, What it is you would inſinuate by theſe words 
„gut ſhould any human Law be found to militate againſt 
© the plain written Word of God, Conſcience would die- 
Does our Church in 
her Canons and Conſtitutions, exact or command us to 
believe, teach, or practiſe, any thing derogatory or con- 
tradictory to the plain written Word of God; or hath ſhe 


omitted therein any point that ought to have been in- 
cCulcated? Our various Adverſaries have never been im- 


pudent or hardy enough to glance a hint of this horrid 
kind againſt us, in all their groundleſs and perverſe Alle- 
gations 


3 


gations for diſſenting from us; and as it is a Charge of a 
monſtrous nature, and becoming an open and avowed 
Adverſary, I cannot comprehend the motive that induced 
you to allude in the moſt diſtant manner to fo ſcandalous 
a ſuppoſition, You ſee I not only pardon (as you term 


it) the freedom and plainneſs which you uſe, but follow 


your example. Indeed, the nature of our Correſpondence, 
as well as our Characters in lite requires the moſt open 
dealing. But if my labour to convince you that you have 
ample employment at home tor the tulleſt exertion of 


your Talents ſhould prove fruitleſs; and you continue 


reſolved to perſiſt, and exceed preſeription, and to convens 
and harangue our people, — yet ſuffer us to aſſiſt you to 
avoid (tor the ſake of decency) the appearance of irregu- 
larity. Allow us to accommodate you with our pu pits; 
they are erected in a more honourable place, and they 
are more worthy of a regular-ordained Preacher than you 
can be comphmented with in Fields, Conventicles, and 
Seſſion-Houſes. The Gates of our Churches ſhall be 
thrown open for you; our Flocks ſhail be aſſembled for 
you; we will direct them to open their mouths wide and 
feed with thankfulneſs on the go d food you bring them. 
You perceive, I give you credit for your. Orthodoxy; for 


this offer could not be made to one ſuſpected ot ſtrange 


doctrine. You will do right to accept it. Appearances. 
are againſt every other method of Addreſs ; While in this 
manner you will have an opportuuity of indulging your- 
ſelf, and we ſhail proceed hand in hand as common la- 
bourers in the vineyard, But then, Sir, when you de- 
ſcend, and our people are left to refleft upon your diſ- 
courſes, it muſt not offend you, if we aſk them in your 
preſence, if there was any thing new in what they heard 
you utter; any better inſtructions how to do good and 


eſchew evil; any more prevailing Arguments, trom the 


love or fear of God, to Repentance and Regeneration ; or 


ſtronger incitement: to faith and practice, than thoſe they 


know to be weekly delivered to them froni the lame place, 
by their licenc'd miniſter ? Jf not, you mult excuſe us, 
2t in their preſence we turn to you, and requeſt of 77 in 
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I deſire only to be permitted as Paul was by Agrippa, in 


not at all irkſome to e; but perhaps it may ſeem tedious 


0] 


future to leave us to ourſelves, and ſtay at home till we 
ſtand in need of, and invite your brotherly aſliſtance. 
You will, then, act in your proper ſphere ; and I pray 
to God that our labours in the common Cauſe of Chrit- 
tianity may be crown'd with ſucceſs, 


« I am your Friend and Brother,” 


h C. 
To the foregoing Mr. A. made the following Reply. 


dee eto 68070060 60 66 bete 660686 0080 
LETTER XI. 
« To the Rev. Arch-Dozccn C— 


July 23d, 1781. 
Rev Sir, a 


ho WO days ago I was favoured with your open and 

very explicit Letter; and am really thankful to 
you for this ingenuous declaration of your Sentiments.“ 
„Open dealing” is what I like in all men, but eſpecially 
among Clergy men. And tho' their Titles and Stations in 
the Church may be various; yet | agree that none of 
them are to be inſolent or opinionated.” I am willing to 
pay due attention to what azy man may ſay, more eſpeci- 
ally a Dignitary of the Church. And, putting myſelf in 
the place of the meaneſt perſon in the Britiſß Dominions, 


the plaineſt language, to anfaver for my/elf. 
To go over minutely each Sentence of your Letter is 


to you. I would not indeed willingly intrude upon your 
patience or leiſure ; but it I did not take a proper notice 
of your Letter, it might perhaps be conſtrued as diſrepect 
5 | in 


„ 
in me, or that I had nothing to advance. You will there- 
fore permit me to trouble you further upon this occaſion, 


and | ſhall endeavour to be as conciſę as I poſſibly can. 
„The whole of your Letter, I believe, might be redu- 


ced to one, or at leait a few general heads; namely, the 


method, or manner of © ſpreading Divinity ;” for Ortho- 
doxy is now entirely out of the queſtion, I do “ readily 
agree that no man 1s admitted into the miniſtry in our 
Church, who does not profeſs” his aflent and beliet of the 
Doctrines contained in her Articles, with which you allow 
mine to coincide, As to the Epithets — © Eminent, 
Orator, Eloquent, firſt man in this Dioceſe, Ornament of 
the eſtabliſhed Church, ſuperior attention, ample leiſure, 
enyiable endowments,” &c, &c. (whether ſpoken in irony 
or not,) I utterly diſclaim them; even tho' © I have 
publiſhed” two occaſional Sermons. Becauſe I thought 


«© the flock of Chriſt to be in equal danger” now, as in any 


other age, from“ wolves in ſheep's cloathing,“ was the 
very reaſon why I publiſhed my firſt Sermon, in order to 
guard my people from the ravages of ſuch. 

„That my * proceedings are ſubverſive of that order 
and decorum which diſtinguiſhes Church-Government;”— 


that I act contrary to that excellent rule let all things 


be done decently and in order ;”—that I * officiouſly 
intrude myſelf, or enter uninvited into the charge of 
others; that I am not ** ſubordinate to thoſe laws and 
powers which conſtitute me a Curate of K.“ —that I have 


deviated from any oath, promiſe, or declaration, which IL 


made at my Ordination ;—that I ** lead, or follow” any 
man, or party of men, who wiſh or endeavour to under- 
mine the toundations of the eſtabliſhed Church, or who 
diſſent from her doctrines ; are charges, to which I plead 
„% NOT GUILTY.” | 

„I never go to any Place, to ſpeak or exhort in publick, 
uninvited, except within my own Curacy. I have many 
preſſing invitations, to which I cannot attend, partly 
through want of health, and partly want of leiſure. Every 
man, methinks, has liberty to invite whom he pleaſes to 


bis houſe, field, &c, &c, and they may there, in conjunce 
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( 38 
tion with as many more as they chuſe to invite, join in 
ſolemn, decent devotion to the Deity, If any Clergyman 
invites me to his pulpit, and that my leifure and conveni- 
ence will allow me, I ſhall thankfully accept of the offer, 
and will pay him the compliment in turn, And I have 
not the ſmalleſt objection to his aſking the Congrega- 
tion, after I have * deſcended,” their opinion of ſuch 
Difcourſe as may have been delivered at that time. I 
readily agree that there is abundance of work, not only 


for one of my abilities,” but for twenty more of ſupe- 


rior abilities, in the half of one pariſh; and yet I think 
I may be allowed to ſpend one hour in a month, or in 
three or five months, with any perſon or perſons who 
invite me to their houſe ; provided I ſpend that time, not 
in attending Cock-matches, Horſe-races, Card-playing, 
drunken entertainments, and ſuch diabolical practices; 
but in ſuch a manner as may be profitable to myſelf and 


others. Should I afſemble my people every day in one 


ace for public worſhip, then the old cant phraſe would 
immediately be uſed “ you are making the people idle, 
and hindering them to follow their neceſſary employ- 
ments.“ Therefore I aſſemble them thus but once, or ſome 
times twice a week: But I have viſited from houſe to 
houſe, and ranſacked,” as you term it, every recep- 
tacle of blindneſs, and wretchedneſs“ within my Curacy ; 


I mean, of thoſe who are termed Proteflants, and who 


were willing to be inſtructed. And I have uſed ſuch 
arguments as I was maſter of, and repeatedly intreated 
them to turn from the error of their ways, Some of them, 
I bleſs God, have taken the advice, and are now walking 
humbly before him; but many, too wany ſtill remain 
hardened, and among the reſt, thoſe, whom after repeated 
admonitions without effect, I was obliged at length to 


_ preſent, as the Rubrick or Canon directs. And if any of 


thoſe continue to tranſgreſs the Laws of Gop; nay, if 
they periſh everlaſtingly, will any man fay that I am in 
fault? Did al! who heard the exhortations of our Lord 
and his Apoſtles obey them? | 1 

| 0 
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6 I do not © diffent from the Church eſtabliſhed ;" but 
have an earneſt deſire to build her up, not deſtroy.” 
And one of the very beſt methods to do this, will, I am 


fully perſuaded, upon cloſe and proper inſpection, be 
found to be that one I am taking, however irregular and 


novel it may appear to ſome. Let thoſe, who think 


otherwiſe, ſuſpend their judgment for a time. I have 


not made any puſillanimous profeſſions * but have 


openly and ** manfully avowed” my ſentiments in the 
face of the Sun.“ And from the charge of hypocriſy,” 
or mental Reſervation, you yourſelf hm to acquit me, 
ſaying, that you “ really think me to be in earneſt, and 
our opinion of me in every reſpect is the very beſt.“ 
here is another alſo, I believe, who will acquit me in 
this reſpect, I mean from the charge of hypocriſy, even 
He who ſearcheth the hearts, and tricth the reins, and will 
bring every ſecret Thought to light, I have not done, be- 
cauſe I believe it impoſſible to ds, „works of /upereroga= 
tion,” for I heartily aſſent to the XIVth. Article of our 
Church. And were I able to traverſe thoſe “ unpene- 
trated” Countries you mention, and could be inſtrumental 
in converting thouſands, I ſhould till account myſelf an 
unprofitable ſervant. es. | 
Jans not multiplying diviſions;“ nay, I have been 
inſtrumental in bringing ſome over to our Communion, 
who were formerly of another perſuaſion; and theſe are 
not only converted from erroneous Doctrines and Princi- 


ples; but are really turned from the pover of Satan unto 


God. This, in St Paul's judgment, is the true Seal for 
a man's commiſſion to preach the Goſpel; and if you will 
take theſe as a Teſſimonium, or Credentials” for my 
tranſcending the limits of my preſent Cure, I can . pro- 
duce them,” 

«I am not ** ſpiriting up the common people” to look 
upon any perſon or perſons with „ contempt,” much leſs 
their Teachers. And tho they may in ſome ſenſe be 
fond of novelty,” from which their Superiors are not 
exempt; yet I have found more real, heart-felt Religion 
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among the lower Claſs, than among thoſe in higher life. 
I have, it is true, found ſome in a high flation, who -did 

really fear God and krep his Commandments ; but yet, com- 
| paratively ſpeaking, they were very few. 
e uWwili not take upon me to anſwer” for the actions 
| of any man but myſelf; neither can I anſwer for the doc- 
trines of © my ſucceſſors” in the Pulpit or Curacy any 
more than for thoſe who may ſucceed me in the field. 
: All I can do in this caſe is, to inſtruct, and endeavour to 
eſtabliſh the People in the fundamental Principles of 
Chriſtianity ; and when this is properly done, it will, I 
apprehend, be the beſt method to ſecure them againſt the 
depredations of the wolves, And whoever may be in 
fault, or whatever may be the cauſe, tis truly lamentable 
|| to find ſo many thouſands (perhaps I might {ay millions) 
* not only in ** wretched” hovels, and“ Receptacies of 
Hi 7 blindneſs; hut in magnificent Structures and elegant 
| | Buildings, who, with reſpect to the fundamentals of Chrif- 
tianity, and the plan of Salvation as handed down to us 
by Chriſt and his Apoſiles, are ignorant bh 


« As-the wild untaught Indian's brood.” 


A « Suppoſe I ould grant you, that the vikble Church of 
Chriſt is ſomewhat differently circumitanced ao from 
what it was in the apoſtolic age; yet I believe, you will 
allow me that the zzwifþ/e Church is pretty nearly the 
ſame in all ages; and that the real followers of Chriſt not 
only have, but do, yea and hall /uffer prrſecution, either 
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þ | more or leſs, ſo long as Satan has any power. I grant 
. that the gates of Hell ſhall not preyail againſt the true mem- 
1 bers of Chriſt's myſtical body, ſo long as they continue 
1 faithful, and abide in the Vine; but will any man affirm 


that all who profeſs themſelves ſuch, are true believers, 
or members of. Chriſt's inviſible. Church? Again, tho 


| 1 ; | as 66 watchmen fixed in particular ſtations, it may not 
1 de convenient, or in our power to traverſe the extenſive 
regions of Europe, Afia, Africa, and America; yet ſtill the 
15 precept holds good, preach the Gaſpel to every creature AC» 
* cording to your power; or in other words, do all the good 


you 


On 


— 


FM 2 


vou palſibly can in your day. Here there is a Licenſc, 


but no prohibition, to act as far as we poſſibly may. A 
Licenſe and a Prohibition are quite diſtinct things. The 
Licenſe from Chriſt, and the Licenſe from man, 40 preach, 
ſo far coincides ; but ſhould man prohibit, where Chriſt 
has not, I ſhould be obliged to ſay, he went contrary to 


the written Word of God. Again, as Soldiers engaged 


in a wvar/are, we are not only to act defenſively, but 
offenſively, and make incurſions into the Enemy's Terri- 
tories, endeavouring to placꝭ ſome brands from the burning 3 
and ſhould I fee ſome ot my Fellow-labourers, or Brother- 
Soldiers (even within my particular diſtrict) reſcuing ſome 
ſheep that was aſtray, and bringing it back to the Shep- 
herd of Souls; I ſhould ryoice with him, and give glory to 
God. Why then will any of my Reverend Brethren 
be offended” at me for taking ſometimes an excurſion tor 
this good purpoſe? Certainly I would not be offended at 
any of them for ſo doing. Whether J ſucceed or not, it 
muſt be allowed the intention is good; and therefore I 


have no reaſon to be aſhamed” for making the attempt. 


«You aſk, ** What I mean by a parade of my creed?“ 
I anſwer, I made no * parade or buſtle“ about the mat- 


ter; but I ſent it to you in a private Letter, for a very 


plain reaſon; for your © private conſideration ;* and 


alſo, becauſe I had been maliciouſly traduced as a Teacher 


of flrange DodArines; that you, Sir, in your ſtation, might 
have it in your power to-do me juſtice in any company 
where the affair ſhould be ſpoken of. The other Paper allu- 
ded to was a ſhort extract, which ſeemed to me ſo very good, 
that I handed it to one or two gentlemen, who fat near me; 
as you or any man would do with any thing curious, 
and would aſk them perhaps u hether they had-ſcen it 
before. Youafk, ** what it is I would inſinuate“ by that 
ſentence quoted from my letter? — I intended the ver 

contrary to what you ſeem to underſtand, I had ſaid, that 
I believed, to preach the Doctrines of our Church * at all 


times and in all places” was not contrary to the Canons of 


it. However, I ſaid, I was not clear” in the matter, 
not having the Canons then by me, The Words of our 
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XXII. Article are General Councils may err, and 
fom-times have erred; where fore things ordained by them 
have no authority, unleſs it may be declared that they be 
taken out of holy Scripture.” Now, as to preach the Goſ- 
fel every where, ſeems to me agreeable to Scripture, Rea- 
ton, and common- ſenſe; that human Law or Canon (if 
ſuch there could be found), which would militate againſt 
i theſe, ought not to be complied with. You ſee, I ſay.— 
1188 % for, I don't grant the poſition, flattering myſelf 
F our Church holds or approves none ſuch, Indeed a canon 
14K of this kind might have been broached at the council of 
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Hi Trent, or in the times of Monkiſh thraldom ; but thanks 
14 be to God, we have now our eyes opened, and our necks 
diſengaged from ſuch galling bondage. And ſhould ſome 


of our Adverſaries ſtill endeavour to fix this“ ſcandal” 
upon our Church; I would endeavour to ſave her reputa- 
tion by ſaying, that it was foiſted in by ſome one of thoſe. 
| altuded to in the 2rſt Article, who were not governed 
1 dy the Spirit and Word of Gov.“ 
| + You ſeem to think that the officiating in any place 
| unccnſecrated ſubjects the perſon to degradation,” If 
|; that Rule holds god, theu I think the greater part of 
F the Clergv in the kingdom may be degraded, if all places 
are to be looked upon as unconſecrated, except Church- 
walls, and the burying-ground about them: for, do not 
the Clergy pray, viſit the ſick, adminiſter the Sacraments, 
yea, and preach occaſionally in private houſes? But let 
me in the Spirit of meekneſs, and in the name of com- 
mon Senſe, aſk, Is not each foot of ground on the face 
of the habitable globe, even thoſe ** unpenetrated” De- 
| farts, where human foot never yet trod, ALREADY con- 
ſecrated by the Deity for praifing him, 9 to him, 
and for exhorting Sinners to turn to him, if convemency 
ſerves ? | 
And now, reverend Sir, that I may be no longer te- 
dious, I did ©* pauſe,” and that for years; before I ſtep- 
. ped out of my Curacy to call Sinners to repentance elie+ 
3 where. I allo propoſed the Queſtion to two other learned 
2 Divines of this Dioceſe, who have granted that this, 
it} ny 5 namely, 


DA 
— 


ne 
— . 2 


. 
© 
11 f 
[+ 4 
IF} 
x 
: 
: q 
* 
1 
: "3 
1 
i 
N 


* 
* 89 


.... 00" "20": Wy. Py IP 


Ca) 


namely, preaching in more places than my preſent Cura- 
ey, is neither iliegal nor contrary to Scripture. I now 
propote it to you in the third place, as a Magiſtrate and 
a Glergy man, — Is it contrary to any Law, human or 
divine? If it is, 1 beg you to mention the particular 
one, for I really wiſh to be ſet right. If it appears that 
I do nat' act contrary to Reaſon, or the Laws which ſhould 


bind the members of Society; then I may be permitted 


to proceed according to what ſome may call © Phanracy;” 


but which I call CoxsciENcE. I join heartily with you 
in the prayer with which you conclude your letter, and 
wiſhing that your labours in the Miniſtry may be crowned 
with al} potlible ſucceſs, [ remain, = 
Rev. Sir, | 
with great regard, 
your obedient humble Servant, A. 


On the 2$th of Auguſt, Mr. A. received the follow- 


ing verboſe Epiſtle by way of reply to his Letter; but 


whether it contains any arguments, or indeed any thing 


at all ro the purpoſe, as to the queſtion in diſpute, is now 
ſubmitted to the determination of the candid and ſenſible 


Reader. 


\ 
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LETTER Wi. 
6 To the Rev. Wr. A. 


| Auguſt 6th. 1787. 
% Rev, Sir, 


4e J. Have carefully peruſed your ſecond Leiter - but 


you are fo vague and indefinite, ditfaſe, and deſul— 
tory, that I ſcarcely know how to tollow you, or arrange 
vour Arguments in any logical method, ſo as ta be enabled 
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to conſider them in a regular chain of Diſputation. In- 
deed Sir, your Style and manner are excellently contrived 
to perplex and miſlead ; but as I wiſh to acquit you of an 
intention more expreſſive of a Jeſuit than a Miniſter of 
the Church of Freland, I will attribute it entirely to the 
badneſs of the Cauſe you have undertaken to defend. 

% You enter the Liſt in the humble guiſe of the 
meaneit Perſon in the Britiſh Dominions, but delire to be 
permitted as Paul was by Agrippa to ſpeak for yourſelf.” 
Sir, I have known Pride delight as much in the mien and 
garb of Humility, as Hypocriſy in the aſſumed Robes of 
Piety and Innocence; and I muſt obſerve that this allu- 
tion to the great St. Pal liitle favours of the Modeſty you 
affect as the meaneſt Perſon in our Empire. If you really 
eſteemed yourſelf as you would inſer, we ſhould never have 
correſponded upon this Subjet, You would quietly have 
remained in your proper Sphere, and contented yourſelf 
with a due attention to the Sheep that are entruſted to 
your care, and whoſe wants will find ample work for your 
urnott efforts. But recollect yourſelf, Sir; the illuftrious 
Apoſtle of the Genriles, and you, are not in the fame predi- 
He boldly ſtood forth in the defence of Chriſti- 
anity—every where planting the ſacred root—and water- 
ing it, at laſt, with his blood. He was the voice of 
Gon—*+ Let there be light.“ In his Route Error fled 
away diſcomfited, and Truth exalted her Throne ; unfur- 
ling her heavenly Banner, on which was written with a 
Sun-beam, ** Glory be toGop on high, and in earth, 
Peace, good will towards Men!“ The Jewiſh and the 
Pagan Prieſts were alike his Enemies, and they ruled in 
every Quarter whereinto he conveyed the glad Tidings 
of the Goſpel. For this he was arraigned ; and this it 
was, in Defence of which he pleaded with ſuch Energy 
and Power, as to make a Roman Judge tremble on his 
Tribunal, and a Jewiſh King almoſt profeſs himſelf a 
Chriftian. But you, Sir, are not content with findin 
this ſame Goſpel thoroughly eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom; 


you are not ſatisfied at having an allotted place peculiarly 


aligned you, to maintain its Truths, encourage its 
Friends 


4 . 
— 
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Friends, and oppoſe its Enemies; but you will counter- | 
act thoſe means our Church- Governors have deviſed as the 


moſt effectual and Apoſtolical of any for preſerving Order, 


and to avoid confuſion ; and deſerting your ſtated Poſt, 
will officiouſly invade the Diſtrict of your Brother. When 


juſtly reprehended in the moſt friendly Terms for this 
uncharitable intrufion, you have recourſe to the very 


chief of the Apoſtles as your Pattern; and with infinite mo- 
_ deſty aſſimilate your own to the manly and intrepid Figure 


he exhibited in the fineſt piece of Eloquence extant upon 
Earth. No, Sir, there was a primitive Preacher — Joh 
whoſe ſur-name was Mark. I will not contend with you 
if you think you reſemble him ſufficiently to authorize 
a Parallel, This man was, undoubtedly, commiſſioned 


to preach the Goſpel, and equally bound to obey the Texts 


you quote, of preaching it every where, as you can be. 
And yet St. Paal would not ſuffer him to proceed in his 
company, but abſolutely refuſed his aſſiſtance, juſt as we 


do yours; and carried his oppofiiton ſo far as to part with 


Barnabas, who patronized this Fobx, and left them to 
their own department. It is foreign to the caſe in point, 


of the Goſpel, each Preacher had his Partition. That 
Goſpel is now eſtabliſh'd ; and as each Preacher has His 
Partition alſo, for the purpoſe of maintaining it; —it is 
preſumption,— it is arrogance.— it is downright impud- 


ence — all of them unpardonable— to invade his Quarter. 


% 2ly. You ſay you readily agree that no man 
is admitted in to the miniſtry in our Church who does 


not profeſs his Aﬀent and belief of the Doctrines contained 


in her Articles ; with which, you obſerve, I allow yours 
to coincide : you then take notice of the Epithets I gave 
you, and whether Irony or not, you utterly diſclaim them, 
even tho you have publiſhed two occaſional Sermons.” 

« Sir, I had frequently heard of your Intrufions into 
the Fold of others, and imagined your Doctrine, like ſuch 
Practices, might have been contrary to ours; but having 
met with your two Sermons, I carefully peruted, and 2 

5-2-0 them 


te reply St. Pari had taken ſome prior juſt offence at John; 
for it is ſufficient for me to ſhew that at the firſt preaching 
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them in all points orthodox and ſound. It was ſolely 
upon this account I introduced myſelf to you, in hopes 
that by fair dint off Argument, I might prove to you 
wherein you were reprehenfible, and wean you from. 
a practice unſuitable to the Dignity of your Character. 
Jo this-benevolent deſign you muſt impute the labour J 
have taken, and the labour I am taking. It is nor, 
therefore, your Doctrine, but your manner I condemn. 
For while I applaud your Doctrine as thoroughly con- 
ſentaneous to our Articles, I muſt demand, whether you 
15 did not promiſe to conform as well as teſtify to believe; 
115 and at your Ordination reverently to obey your Ordi- 
1 nary, &. &c. & c.“ And accordingly J arraign you for 
| 2 breach of theſe ſolemn promiſes from the moment you 
T8 commenced an Holder-forth in private, and in Seſſion- 
38! i: houſes, I accuſe you of having at thoſe times departed 
T8! iis from the excellent Liturgy of our Church; ſubſtituting 
prayers of your own, or of others as preſumptuous Per- 
ſons, who prefer their own effuſions to the almoſt inſpired 
compoſition adopted by our Church; and I earneſtly 
exhort you to abandon fo - derogatory a courſe, and con- 
fine your Abilities within their proper limits, whieh 
from your own Confeſſion I intend very ſoon to demon- 

ſtrate already too extenſive. | 
« As tothe Epithets, they were ironical moſt certainly. 
Could you for an inſtant ſuppoſe othei wiſe, or eſteem them 
in any other ſenſe than what the nature of the ſubject requir- 
ed? You look upon yourſelf obliged to preach the Gofpel 
in our Pariſhes, If it was, in your eſtimation, preach'd 
therein already; or if we who are legally by man appoint- 
ed, were alſo in your Idea, legally appointed by Gop—; 
or were duely qualified in your eyes for this high Com- 
miſſion, there would, certainly, be no manner of occaſion 
for your Interference, We mult therefore, ſome how or 
other appear deficient or improper to you; and you muſt 
prefer yourſelf greatly before us as every way more com- 
petent and capable, when unaſked you ſtep into our 
Diviſions. Is not the exclamaticn natural «© Quid 
dignum tanto, feret hie Promiſſor Hiatu;“ - muſt nes 
* | ock 
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Flocks regard you as repleniſhed with better, wholeſomer, 
and more exalted Doctrine than we have the Abilities 


to charm them with? and as you muſt be conſcious, that 


to be upon a Level with your Brethren of this Dioceſe is 
the higheſt honour you are capable of attaining ; What 


could be more efficacious towards making you aſhamed of 


an aſſumed Pre-eminence, than my adorning you with 


Titles you could not claim? But, Sir, if this oblique me- 


thod of reducing you to order (which as the gentleſt I 
made uſe of) is diſpleafing to you, 1 will ſpeak in a ſtile 
you cannot miſtake ;. and in direct and pointed terms, 
as the warm Friend and zealous Advocate of as excellent 
and reſpectable a Clergy as Chriſtendom can boaſt, and 
whom your Practices would inſultand miſrepreſent ; I now 
tell you plainly, that however high you may rate your 
ſelf, or your phariſaical Followers may deem you 

% Non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus ifi 

Noſter Clerus eget. * . 

4 2dly you ſay, © Becauſe you thought the Flock of 

Chriſt to be in equal danger now, as in any other age, from 
wolves in ſheep's clozthing, you publiſhed your firſt 
Sermon to guard your People from the ravages of ſuch, *? 
„ Whoever they may be, who are thus opening their 
ravenous mouths at the good People of K—, by 
you act the part of a vigilant and faithful Shepherd in 
putting them upon their guard, Theſe wolves in ſheep's 
cloathing are impertinent Self- commiſſioned Teachers, who 


enter into Hauſes, and for ſhow make long prayers, miſ- 


guiding filly women, wreſting thoſe very Scriptures which 
are ſo deſcriptive of them in all the meck Appearance of 
itinerant ſanctity. I remember, that under the vagrant Act 
I baniſhed a number of theſe miſcreants from M—, H—, 
Reverend Sir, continue to guard your Flock againſt 
ſuch deſigning Hypocrites. I ſhall make great havock 
among them if I catch them prowling about K -; and for 


God's ſake, while you do the ſame in the mild ſpirit of 


Chriſtianity, donot afford one of them for they are cunning 
and obſervant) a Plea from your own conduct to twit you 


in the teeth, and turn you into derifion by ſcoffingly dee 
1 | manding 
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manding of you, if they have not as much authority to 


enter your Curacy, aſſemble, and harangue your People, 


as you poſſibly can produce for preaching in the Seſſions- 
? If we cannot hinder theſe arrogant 
Intruders into the miniſtry, ſo as entirely to defeat their 
Purpoſes, yet a good Shepherd will find means of coun- 
teracting, in a great degree, the evil tendency of their 
Practice. But do not flatter yourſelt; — he cannot be a 
good Shepherd, nor a faithful Miniſter of our Church, 
who, pro tempore, neglects his own proper Charge, and 
makes a gap in his Brother's fold, for—Gon knows who 
to follow him, — Wolves, Hyenas, Leopards, Tygers, 
Foxes ; 

_ «4thly. You maintain that your proceedings are not 


ſubverſive of that Order and Decorum which diſtinguiſh» 


es Church Government ; that you do not a& contrary to 
that excellent Rule,— Let all things be done decently 
and in order ;” that you do not officiouſly intrude yourſelf, 
or enter uninvited into the Charge of others; that you 
are ſubordinate to thoſe laws and Powers which conſtitute 
you aCurate of K; that you have never deviated from 
any promiſe which you made at vour Ordination; that you 
do not lead or follow any man, or party of men, who with or 
endeavour to undermine the eſtabliſhed Church, or whe 
diſſent from her Doctrines; and laſtly, that you never go 
to any place to ſpeak or exhort in publick, uninvited, 
except in your own Curacy.” Theſe, except what regards 
your own Curacy, are what I charged you with, and to 
them all —you boldly, and without a ſingle bluſh, preſume 
to plead not guilty ! - 

« It is impoſſible to repreſs an honeſt indignation at the 
conſummate and matchleſs effrontery of ſuch a Plea. But 
I conſider that the moſt atrocious Felon is inſtructed by his 
Counſel to make the ſame defence, tho' Proofs are flagrant 
to convict him. What, Sir, have you not in high Idea 
of your own Importance addreſſed yourſelf -in publick 
ſpeech to an afſembled multitude compoſed of the Pariſh- 
ioners of other miniſters, and that too, in the very Pariſhes 
which they preſide in? What call you B.— and m_— 

. . 


C 4d ) 


Ivthis provmg yourſelf amenable to Church-Government; 
or is it not to the utmoſt of your power ſubverſive of it? 
Is thts agreeable to the Precept of letting all things be 
done decemtly and in order” ? Is this the mode of decency 
and ordet enforced by the Rubrick? What Jeſuitical 

evaſion have you in reſerve when you ſay, you do not 
enter uninvited into the Cure of others? or exhort or 
ſpeak in publick in any place uninvited, except in your 
own Cure? Are you uninvited in your own Care? But 
who can with any degree of propriety invite you to 
addreſs a Congregation, but the Miniſter of the Pariſh 
it belongs to? Will you condeſcend to ſhelter yourſelf. 
behind the back of the Fanatic or Enthuſiaſt who may 
chooſe from a Love of Novelty to beckon you? And, 
doing this, will you juſtify yourſelf as acting to the in- 
tention of the Licenſe that conſtitutes you a Curate of 
K—— Or can you reconcile ſuch conduct to the pro- 
miſe you made at your Ordination * reverently to obey 
your Ordinary, and other chief Miniſters, unto whom 1s 
committed the Charge and Government over you; fol- 
lowing with a glad mind and will their godly admonitions, 
and ſubmitting yourſelt to their godly Judgments ??” Do 
this, and there can be no longer a difference between us, 
for I know you are acting contrary to what is every way agree- 
able to your Rector and Dioceſan; and if you will followtheir 
inſtrutions, the Gaoler may keep the key of the Seſſion- 
Houſe of C——, till the Quarter-Seſhons, or Aſſizes. 
But while you continue in oppoſition, you do effeQtually 
follow the practices of itinerant Field-Preachers, Jeſuits, 
and all other Enemies of our Church ; and of Hypocrites 
of every denomination ; and you certainly tread in their 
faotſteps, altho' I ſhould grant part of your Peſition, 
and allow that you do not lead them as their Chief. Nay, 
Sir, your very ſincerity and zealous inclination of doing 
good, render you the Dupe of their Artifice 5 for they 
will exalt and magnify you to infatuation, if they poſſibly 
can; in order that, by the practice of an ordained Mini- 


ſter of the eſtabliſhed Church, they may juſtify their own, 


and direct their machinations more ſucceſsfully thro” the 
| | breach 
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breach you have widened for their reception. Indeed, 
Sir, if the Vagrant-Act did not, under the Providence of 
God, interfere for their protection, our poor ſheep would 
almoſt be entirely devoured by theſe wolves, who make 
the . very ſkins they ſtrip them of, ſubſervient to their 
ruin. | 
„The remainder of this Letter you ſhall have by next 
Poſt, as I wiſh to leave no part of your's unanſwered. 
I began this the day of the date it bears; but various 
avocations have ſo frequently interrupted me that I have 
been delayed, much ! my wiſhes, acknowledging 
till now. the favour you have done me, and am, 
Kev. Sir, with great Sincerity, 
Your Friend and Brother,” 


[From Augyft 61h to the 224. ” 
L E TT ER XII. continued. 
1 To the Rev. Mr. A. 


4 Rev. Sir. . | Augſt 23d, 1781. 


(IN the #/ place, you have ſheltered yourſelf, as I 
expected, behind the back of any man (conſcious 
you were never invited by the Miniſters of the Pariſhes 
thus invaded) ** for, all have liberty (you ſay) to invite 
whom they pleaſe to their Houſe, Field, &c. &c. and the 
may there, in conjunction with as many more as they chooſe 
to invite, join in ſolemn, decent Devotion to the Deity.” 
« O glorious Aſſertor of the Order and Decency of 
Church-Government !— O ſtrict Adherer to the Promiſe 
made at your Ordination, and the Declaration that you 
would conform to the Liturgy of the Church of J1reland / 
Here is an ordained Miniſter of our Church, a licenſed 
Curate of a Pariſh, in one of the moſt reſpectable _— 
| celes 
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ceſes in Europe, ſetting aſide the modes and practices of his 
Church and Brethren : adopting the plea, the very cant, - 


and irregular proceedings of the meaneſt and moſt defign- 


ing Field-preacher ; and yet gravely, with a face of flint, 


and boldly affirming he neither leads, or follows them !— 
It you do not lead, or follow them, you unaccountably 
mix and blend with them in a manner beſt known to your- 
ſelf, and muſt regulate the precedence at your leiſure, or 
depute a proper Maſter of the Ceremonies for ſuch Ban— 


ditti. | 


'6thly. © You readily agree, that there is abundance 


of work, not only for one of your abilities, but for twen— 
ty more of ſuperior, even in the half of the Pariſh en- 
truſted to your care; and yet you think you may be al- 
lowed to ſpend one hour in a month, or three, or five 


months, with any perſon or perſons, who invite you to. 
their houſe, provided you ſpend that time,—not in at- 


tending Cock-matches, Horſe- races, Card-playing, drunk- 


en Entertainments, and ſuch diabolical practices; but 


in ſuch a manner as may be profitable to yourſelf and 


others,” | 


© Here you emphatically acknowledge the difficulty of 
your own charge, and paint it in ſuch ſtrong and lively 


colours, that I cannot refrain from expreſſing my amaze- 


ment it does not coincide with my endeavours to keep you 
employed at bome: What, Can you really find leiſure 
to extend your plan of operations into the neighbouring 
Diſtricts, and yet ſcruple not to declare, that there is oc- 
cafion for twenty co-acutors, of abilities ſuperior to your 
own, to aſſiſt you in the management of thoſe, for whom, 
and for whom alone, you can be deemed reſponſible either 
to God or Man? Why, Sir, you. cannot be allowed one 
hour in ten years, much leſs in ore, three, or five months, 
for any extraneous ebullitions of your zeal, You muſt 
abſolutely attend to your own concerns; you may help us 
with your prayers, indeed, but we thould be unconſcio— 
nable, if we either demanded, or expected more aſſiſtance, 


cireumſtanced as you feelingly deſcribe yourſelf, and 


ſurrounded: with ſuch a choice of difficulties, For, fo far 
from leiſure to attend at Cock-Matches, Horſe races, 
F Cards 


"2 . 


Ct: 93 


Card-playing, drunken Entertainments, and other dia- 
bolical practices, you mutt be perplexed to find time for 
the moſt innocent enjoyments of Life; you muſt even eat 
your Vegetables, as the Ne;ys-papers inform us the King 
does, ſtanding ; or if you ſcorn to imitate example deduc'd” 
from prophane hiſtory, the Jewiſh Paſſover is at your ſer- 
vice. But truſt me, Sir, that if God in his mercy ſhould 
reclaim your very unfortunate Pariſhioners, and allaw you 
time for recreation; you would find ſuch relaxations. ex- 
tremely uſeful hv refitting you for ſublimer occupa- 
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| tions; nor are they incompatible with our profeſſion; tor 
bi 1 our bleſſed Lord himſelf had nothing moroſe or gloomy 
Tv! in his mannets or deportment; nor in his temper aud 
TS: converſation that ſavour'd of ſourneſs or of churliſhnefs, 
| ö + Look into his life (the only Pattern by which we can 
1 with any certainty regulate our own) and ſee how he has 
|} iÞ aſſumed human nature to the Godhead : ſo has he taught 


human creatures how to live godlike lives, and placed 
heavenly things within the reach of our capacities, not 
interdicting, at the ſame time, the innocent enjoy menis 
of life, or withdrawing himſelf from the harmleſs cuſtoms 


———— en ea 
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take of: Therefore you may ſpend your vacant hour, 
(when in ſuch a charge you can meet with one) accord- 
ing to your mind; provided you cautiouſly abſtain, (as 
you rightly ſeem determined to do) from Cock- matches, 
Horſe-races, Card-playing, drunken Entertainments, and 
ſuch like diabolical practices; the perils and dangers of 
which I ſhould not have thought it likely tor you to have 
incurred the hazard of encountering, if along with the 
Mea, you had not ſuggeſted the poſſibility yourlſel/, 

It is really difficult to follow you thro' the labyrinth 
you have conſtrufted ; where Minotaurs, in the ſhape and 
empty form of Cocks, Horſes, rds and Bottles, ſo ng: 
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fully aſſail me, and Repetitions and Tautologies croſs the 
line I would purſue, and render it almoſt impervious. 
To forego all metaphor, it is my wiſh to pay due regard 
to whatever you advance that is material to the ſubject ; 
yet I think I ſhould be pardonable if I ſlighted the me- 
thodiſtical cant you unwarily are led into when you tell 
me, the inviſible Church is pretty nearly the ſame in. 
all ages; and that the real Followers of Chriſt, not only 
have, but do, —yea and ſhall ſuffer perſecution either 
more or leſs, ſo long as Satan hath power,” While I leave 
the inviſible Church, and all things inviſible to you who 
can ſee into, and diſcourſe ſo knowingly about them; I 
muſt maintain, that that part of the viſible Church eſtab- 
liſhed in this kingdom, is not perſecuted herſelf, and al- 


lows of no perſecution whatſoever, Every abſurdity of 


every Sect ſhe tolerates with Chriſtian Charity, that hopeth 
and endureth all things; and are not you, yourſelf a 
ſtriking and familiar inſtance of her lenity and patience ? 


Yes, Sir, wherever you exhibit yourſelf, be it in B 
C 


in Fields, Tabernacles, Seffion- 


- while, like the 
Scribes and Phariſees of old, you with the ſame ſucceſs 
compaſs Land and Water, to make one Proſelyte, —you 
exhibit at the ſame time, a proof of her modetation and 
forbearance. TI believe, indeed, it is this heavenly tem- 
per that galls mo/?, if not all of our modern Saints; for 


. 


3 


they endeavour in vain to provoke her by every illiberal 


abuſe malignity 1s fraught with, in hopes to compel re- 
ſentment, and commence Martyrs from the conſequence. 


Nothing remains for me further to take notice of, . 
but where you ſay—“ Now, as to preach the Goſpel every 


where, ſeems agreeable to Scripture, Reaſon, and com- 
mon ſenſe; that human Law or Canon (if ſuch there 
could be found): which would militate againſt theſe, ought 
not to be comply'd with.” 


* 


& To this J anſwer, that I never would ſubſcribe ſuch 

a Canon. The time for difſenting is when the Pen is 
offered for ſubſcription, At my Ordination I 2 
read over all that was required of me to ſign, being ſted- 
| F 2 | faſtly 
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faſtly determined to put my name to nothing but what 
was in the full conviction of my Conſcience, agreeable in 
the moſt natural interpretation, to the plain written Word 
of God: and I was thus careful, becauſe I was reſolved 
with God's Afﬀiſtance, to adhere to the Truth in all 
things, and to abide, without wavering, by what J ſub- 
ſcribed. But we have no ſuch Canon. I affirmed that 
every Clergyman who officiates without leave in another's 
Cure, is ſeverely puniſhable; and that preaching in an 
unconſecrated place, ſubjects him to degradation. Did 
J not refer you to Doctor K——? It you had paid due 
reſpect to my word, you would not have aſked me for an 
authority it is a ſhame for you to be ignorant of. When 
I found you ſceptical, I appealed to the firſt Civilian in 
the kingdom. Let him decide at the approaching trien- 
nial Viſitation, I further affirm that it is plain from 
Scripture, and all ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, that particular 
places were ever ſet apart for the worſhip of God in all. 
ages. The deſign of our Rulers in the Church by the 
penalty above-mentioned was to preſerve Order and De- 
cency; but it ſtands to Reaſon, Scripture, and Common- 
ſenſe, that the Biſhop of a Dioceſe can diſpenſe, for the 
good of ſouls, with too ſevere an obſervance of this ſta- 
tute. For example; where there happens to be no 
Church (as in M—— H ) the Ordinary will naturally 
allow divine Service to be celebrated in the moſt conve- 
nient ſpot for the Pariſhioners, It is beneath the dignity 
of our profeſſion to quibble upon this, or any occaſion ; 
for you can never without torturing the beſt intentions to 
the worſt purpoſes, wreſt a neceſſary, an incumbent per- 
miſſion of this kind, into an extravagant licence for ſet- 
ting a Church aſide, and aſſembling our Flucks, much 
leſs thoſe of others, in Fields, Conventicles, and Seſſion- 
Houſes, Let me ſolemnly adjure you to point out the 
Spot in this Kingdom, wherein the Goſpel is not preach- 
ed in obedience to that divine Command every way 1n- 
cumbent on us to obey? Is not the king /upreme Head of 
the Church? Does he not make his Appointments for the 
above purpoſe with itte Wiſdom, and conſequent we 

| . CEIS 
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eeſs? Has not every Pariſh its Miniſter, Every Dioceſe its 
Biſhop, and every Province an Arch-Biſhop, to ſee that 
this ſalutary Command is effectually obeyed? Can any 
human Init:tution be more perfect? If the men appoint- 
ed in their different degrees to theſe high offices ſhould 
prove unworthy. of the charge; what remedy, beyond 
Deprivation ov Degradation, on conviction, can you pro- 
duce? In twelve of our Lord's own chooſing, was there 
not an Jfariot? What, then, is it you would have? You 
ſeem to me, waywardly, to imagine nothing can be done 
unleſs you do it yourſelf ; and yst you conteſs you have 
fo much upon your hands as effectually to keep in employ- 
ment twenty more of ſuperior abilities, if you could con- 
vene them to aſſiſt you. You are involved in a maſs of 


Mconliſtency, contradiction, and preſumption ; and had 


you lived during our Saviour's abode on earth, and been 
one of the Seventy he ſent out to preach the Goſpel,. - 
you would have ran counter to the practice of the reſt, 
(for they went out two by two, as they. were inſtructed, 
into the different Quarters that were aſſigned them)- 
would have followed into one, or all of theirs, and to the 
beſt of your endeavours improved upon a plan even of 
your maſter's, This you would have done, and have 
juftified it too, with a volume of Texts, and a Ream of 
Paper; for there is not a Sectary or Viſionary throughout 
the world, who cannot wreſt and quote the Seripture to 
his deſtruction. Will you deny this inference, and affirm 
that had you been one of the Seventy, you would have 
exerted yourſelf with your afl:ciate in the preſcribed De- 
partment, without intruding into thoſe of the Sixty-eight, 
who acted by the ſame Commiſſion, and for the ſelt-ſame 
purpoſe ? Why then, Sir, do you not confine yourſelf to- 
that part of K that is-peculiarly aſſigned you? And 
when by haranguing in C „ thro? the ſpirit of pride 
and contumicy, you invade the province ot your Patron, 
Benefactor, and Schoolmiſter ; - what Security can you 
give, that in your Saviour's days, you would have treated 
thoſe he perſonally appointed, with more ceremony, at- 
tention and reſpect ?. 


Ez Farewell, 
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„% Farewell, Sir, —if any of the hold Truths em- 
blazed in theſe pages, ſeem harſh, and grating; their 
intention muſt diveſt them of aſperity. Monere wolo, non 
mordere; and it is the wiſh of my heart, to awaken 
you to a fenſe of thoſe irregularities in your demean-' 
our, that diſturb the internal Oeconomy of our dio— 
ceſe, I have done my utmoſt, and have finiſhed, 
Henceforward TI ſhall content myſelf with wiſhing you 
may conſider this matter, as it deſerves ; for unleſs you 
do, the Tranſition will be quick and eaſy from the Pariſh 
of your earlieſt Friend, —one of our beſt men, and moſt 


able Preachers, into any other you may fancy in need of 
your abilities. And as it will be impoſſible for any vol 


having, (I confeſs) exhauſted myſelf, I ſhall only add, it; 


the Poet's words, mutatis mutandis 


Si, Mimnermus uti cenſet, fine amore, jociſque 
Nil eſt jucundum—; vivas in amore, jociſque.” 


6 Vive, ——valeque, 


% J am Sir, with every good wiſh for your preſent and 
future well-being, your Friend and Brother in the common 
Lord and Maſter, and Father of all Mankind,” 

| | 


To the foregoing Mr, A. made the following Reply, 
which was drawn up in a very great hurry on the Day 
preceding the Triennial Viſitation; as he did not receive 
the Arch-Deacon's two laſt Letters beſore that time, 


LE T- 


HY 7 
LETTER XV. 
&« To the Rey. Archdeacon C. 


| Aug. zoth, 1781. 
„ Rev. Sir, | 


ce 1 Am really obliged to you for the trouble you have 
taken in writing to me; and am fully perſuaded 
that you were moved ſo to do from a good intention, and 
from the preſent view which you have of the matter in 
debate. I ſhould be ſorry the Cauſe which you ſay 
% have undertaken to defend,” namely, the preaching 
of the Goſpel, or doing good to the fouls of men accoid- 
ing to our power, ſtood in need of ſuch a poor Defender 
as what I am, s Poe 
66 It I was diffuſe in my laſt Letter, it was yours was 
the cauſe of it; wherein you were ſo **deſultory,” that if 
one ſhould attempt to follow“ you, or take any notice 
at all of each Paragraph of your Letter, he muſt inevitably 
be ſo too, in ſome degree. It is true, you have arranged 
your two laſt Letters into certain Diviſions ; but whether 
you intended theſe for ſo many Heads, or diſtinct Argu— 
ments, I cannot ſay, Indeed I muſt honeſtly and plainly 
tell you, that the whole of your three Letters do not ſeem 
to me to contain even the Shadow of an Argument, as to 
the point in hand. The Style and Language being pretty 
and lively, might perhaps with ſome paſs for Argument, 
and would therefore tend to mi/lrad? the Judgment; 
but where the point under conſideration 1s, the bidding 
or forbidding a Miniſter to preach the Goſpel, I think the 
Language uſed ſhould be ſerious and ſolemn, and the 
Arguments chiefly deduced from Scripture, 
% 2, What you ſay concerning Paul and Jobn in your 
firſt Paragraph, is nothing at all to the purpoſe. I did 
not .; afſinilate” myſelf to St, Paul or to his Eloquence. 
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T only deſited to be permitted, as he was, 70 anſiber fb 
Myſclf. And as he was permitted thus by a Roman Gover- 
nour, and a Fewi/h King; I. thought, whatever my 
ſtation might be, rating it even at the loweſt of any Subject 
in the Britiſb Dominions, I might have the ſame indul- 
nce from a Proze/{ant Divine; and this was all the favour: 
defired ; truſting in the goodneſs of my Caule, and my 
fincere intention of promoting only the Glory of Gop. 

«© 3, Moſt of the charges which you brought againſt 
me in your firſt Letter,. you repeat again, without proy-- 
ing the point in hand. You till arraign me for a breach 
of my promife at my Ordination to © obey the godly admo- 
nitions of my Ordinary, and other chief Miniſters.“ And 
to this I ftill plead- Nor GUILT T. And if you are my: 
Proſecutor, I call upon you to prove the Charge. The 
ſum of your Admonition, if I can collect it into one ſen- 
tence, is this; Do not pray or ex pound the Scripture 
in any place except in the pariſh of K——.,” If all the ad- 
monitions of my chief Miniſters be ſimilar to this, I dare 
not obey them; becauſe it is, in effect, forbidding me to 
do gocd, and therefore cannot be deemed a godly admoni-- 
F207. | | 

& 4. There is one thing which you mention under 
your ſecond: Diviſion, to which if it"1s a crime I in part 
plead—guilty. I have, do, and will frequently uſe pray- 
ers of my own compoſition ; but that I “ ſubſtitute“ 
them in the place of, or deſigned thereby to lay aſide the 
Liturgy of our Church, I deny. If it is a crime to uſe 
various other prayers beſides the Liturgy ; then it was 


culpable in many of the greateſt Divines that England 


ever produced; nay it was reprehenſible in one of the 
beſt Biſhops that ever filled the See of K I mean the 
venerable, pious, zealous, renowned Biſhop Bedell. And 
again, when LI confeſs that I did pray and expound the 
word of Gop on the Hill of K——, and in varicus other 
places; yet I did not ſet aſide, or defign to «et afide* the 
Church, My true and real deſign was to bring to the 


Church ſome who were quite indifferent about any Church 
uchatſoever. And I bleſs Gon, my labour was not altoge- 
EY po ther 


eh 
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ther in vain ; as it pleaſed him, upon thoſe occaſions, to , 


make ſome acquainted with their real ſtate, which they 
had never known before by all that they had heard for- 
merly in the places vulgarly called Churches, Maſs- 
houſes, or Meeting-houſes. 

„g. You are entirely right, Sir, in endeavouring to re- 
preſs any who come under the deſcription of thoſe Teach- 
ers mentioned under your third Head, And wherever 
I meet with ſuch I ſhall oppoſe them to the utmoſt of my 


poor abilities; and I could wiſh that the Laws of the 


Land were put into execution againſt all thoſe that tranſ- 
oreſs them. = | | | 
„ 6, There is ſcarcely any thing in your fourth Divi- 
fion, that I have not in ſubſtance taken notice of before. 
You aſk indeed— Am T uninvited in my own Cure”? To 
which I anſwer, it was not neceſſary to invite me there; 
for I go into every Houſe when I pleaſe, And when I go 
by invitation into the Houſe of any man elſewhere, it was 


not neceſſary to have the permiſſion of the Miniſter or any 
other man. And that man, as I ſaid before, may invite 


whom he pleaſes to his Houſe ; and thoſe invited may 
come or not, there is no compulſion ; and perhaps many 
may come who were not perſonally invited. You have 
ſpoken to this point under your fifth head; but you have 
not yet diſproved the legality of it. 

%. Tho! I doftill acknowledge the weighty Charge 
of the care of Souls, whether it be thoſe of K— or any 
other pariſh, as vaſtly above the abilities of me, or perhaps 
of any other man; vet I till think that I may be allowed 
to ſpend thoſe hours or days of © relaxation or recreation, 


which you think“ not incompatible with our Profeſſion,” in 


any manner I pleaſe, provided I do not ſpend them 
as many do, in idle or trifling diverſions, or ſuch 
diabolical practices as thoſe ſpecified in my Letter. 


I entirely agree with you, that the *only Pattern by which 


we ſhould regulate our Lives, is that of Chriſt our Lord 
and Maſter. We are de tolive God-like lives; nor are © the 


innocent enjoyments of Life interdicted;“ only let us be 


ſure that we underſtand well what are inocent and what are 
| | not 


= 


—— 
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not. I hope no Proteſtant Divine will be hardy enough 
to affirm that Chriſt or his Apoſtles practiſed, or taught 
19 the allowableneſs of ſuch as I have mentioned, which I 
| ſtill look upon as diabolical. OS 
If there be any thing further in your Letters which 
I have nor yet touched upon, it is owing to my preſent 
hurry, and the defire I had to be as coneiſe as poſfible. 
1 I am, Reverend Sir, | 
Ti | with due reſpect, 
| 1 your very humble Servant. 
| A. 
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41 P. 8. — you ſeem, Sir, deſirous to purſue a. 
1 *logical method, and a regular chain of diſputation.” I 
11 am very little ſkilled in Logic, and I am far from being 
1 fond of diſputation. But, methinks, the whole matter 
1 between us upon this late occaſion, is reducible to one ſingle 
Th Propoſition; namely, (to uſe your own words) ** the 
10: i method of ſpreading Divinity.” If the Divinity be good, 
| (and ſuch you have repeatedly allowed mine to be,) can 
it be too far ſpread ? If yours and mine be *conſentane- 
ons “ to the Doctrines of Chriſt and his Apeſtles, would 
to Gop it was ſpread from Shore to Shore; and from 
Pole to Pole! and for zy part, I cannot think it right 
to force a man's conſcience with reſpect to ſome little pe- 
1 culianties in his “ manner.“ If we agree in the eſſential 
1 1 points, then let him chooſe chat method which he thinks 
$17 will prove moſt effectual to the end which we both aim at. 
n Vou cannot prove me guilty, Sir, of à erime, from any 
14 conceſſions I have made in my Letters, except you firſt 
| prove that what I have confeſſed is a crime. Remember, 
that ten thouſand bold aſſertions, and ipſe diæits, aecom- 
panied with opprobrious names, do not, all together, 
amount to one fingle proof; neither do they contain the 
madow of an argument. As I am endeavouring to do 
good according to my power, and am not conſcious ef any 
guilt in the inſtance wherein you ſeem to condemn me; 
1 will, for brevity' ſake, reduce the whole of our diffe- 
rence ta this ſhort Argument ; ds 3 
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et As wwe have time, (or opportunity) let us do good unto 
all men, eſpecially unto them wvho are of the houſhold of 
faith, Gal. vi. 10. a | 1 


„To preach Repentance toward God, and Faith toward 
our Lord Feſus Chriſi, is doing good. [Acts xx. 21, ] 


4% Ergo, —Let him that is commiſſioned of God to 
preach, do it, (as he has opportunity) to all men, both in 


| ſeaſon and out of ſcaſon. 


© Which of the Premiſſes will you deny? Or will you 
attempt to ſay — . Negatur Conclufio ?” | 


But here, Sir, let me aſſure you, that tho? I have uſed 
this Argument, I do it only to ſhew you, that conciſeneſs, 
nat prolixity, is what I chiefly aim at. You ſay, you 
% have finiſhed; and confeſs yourſelf exhauſted:” So. 
have | a deſire to finiſh, tho? bleſſed be God, I am not 
exhauſted. One thing I muſt inform you of, and then 
I ſhall: conclude, I mean to preach the Goſpgl, while 
God permits, time and opportunity ſerves, and my health, 
ſtrength, and voice allow, 


& Vive, —valeque.” 


Sed, Memento mori.  Volat irrevocabile Tempus.“ 


The Arch-Deacon ſeeing all his heavy Ordnance and 
grand Battery ſilenced by one ſhot which Mr. A. had 
drawn from the Scripture Arſenal ; and all his Ammuni- 
tion being alto exhauſted, he endeavours to make the beſt 


Qretre.. he can 1n the following Letter; firing at the 


ſame time a few ſmai! ſhot compoled of light wit and 
Lorced Ridicule, as beſt ſuited to one who was: retiring 
irom the field of Battle, 5 
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LET TER VI. 


c To the Rey. Mr. A. 


© Rev. Sir, September 5th, 1781. 
50 WHEN I confeſſed myſelf exhauſted, it was only 
a Quotation. The Original is the Exclama- 
tion of a fair, but unfortunate Speculatiſt. Baffled in 
her laborious efforts to render a footy African of her 
own complexion, ſhe yielded to the predominancy of na- 
ture. I adopted the ingenuous acknowledgement, appre- 
henſive of the identical defeat. Whether this muſt;be 
imputed to ſome ſimilarity in the attempt, or my own 
miſmanagement, ſhall be left to our Brethren at the next 
Viſitation. You intrude yourſelf officiouſly,—and I now 
muſt add impertinently, into ſeveral Pariſhes, and eſteem 
our Authority unlimited. I affirm ſuch conduct to be 
irregular, uncharitable, and reprehenſible; and maintain 


that it ſubjects you to ecclefiaſtical Cenſure. You reply 


that my Aſſertions do not contain the ſhadow of an Argu- 
ment. You'go on and accuſe me of ip/e diæits, tho? I had 
declined producing any thing from. myſelf, and referred 
you to Doctor R—, Our epiſtolary Intercourſe ſhall 
therefore be ſubmitted to the abovenamed Judges, who. 
being all concerned as much as we are, will attend to and 
determine upon our difference, I cordially abide by their 
deciſion, In the mean time I caution you not to offici- 
ate within my Pariſh without my Permiſſion, If you re- 


ject this Countel, rely upon it I fhall convince you you 


have exceeded your commiſſion. I mention th.s, becauſe 
of the Information with which you conclude your Letter; 
and be ſo kind to yourſelf as to eſteem it a friendly Admo- 

nition. 
„If my Letters do not exhibit a Stile equally through- 
out ſerious and ſolemn, it muſt be attributed to the impoſ- 
| ſibility 


„„ 


bility of treating ſome particulars with gravity, Ridi- 


cule has its weight in the opinion of Lord Shafrſbury ; and 
Horace demands— 


KRidentem dicere verum quis vetat?“ 
“But, Sir, it was not your Perſon, or Character I level 


led at. It was at a practice that degrades you, If a Judge 


will put on a merry Andrew's Frock, a Lord Chancellor 
mount the Stage of a Mountebank, or an ordained Mini- 
ſter of the moſt apoſtolical Church on Earth, ſubmit to 
preach in Fields, Conventicles and Seſſion-Houſes ; 
adopting the very cant and manner of the moſt ignorant, 
and hypocritical Itinerants,— ** Spectatum admiſh, riſum 
teneatis.? — But you are incorrigible. Steer clear, hcw- 
ever, of K—r in your Peregrinations, and you never ſhall 
be moleſted by your Friend and Brother, | 

| | Ce 7" 


Upon the receipt of the foregoing Letter, Mr. A. 
thought it needleſs to preſs his Antagoniſt further; becauſe 
he ſeemed to have quitted the field and declined any farther 


_ conteſt, But when he heard a conſiderable time after. 


'wards, that the Doctor had plumed himſelf very much, 


and had read his Letters to ſeveral perſons, who were of 


the ſame Opinion with himſelf, and whoſe Judgment, 
coinciding with his own, ſerved only to raiſe his vanity g 
he took occaſion to write to him the following Letter. 


u-. . rt .. c- r- 
OBE T TER een 


& To the Rev. Arch Deicon 8 


40 Rev. Sir, Jan, 28th. 1782. 


&« T TPON the Receipt of your laſt Letter, of the th 
| 1 of September, I concluded that it was unneceſ- 
ſary tor me to make any further reply ; ſeeing you ha! 
| | G declined 
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declined proceeding upon the Queſtion agitated between | 
us, and took no notice at all of the Argument produced 


in the Poſtſcript of my laſt Letter. And as you had ſaid, 
you would“ lay our Letters before our Brethren at the 


next viſitation,” I had reſolved to ſay nothing more about 


the matter until that time : But, hearing that you have 
been at great pains in —_ thoſe Letters to ſome 
perſons both-of the Clergy and Laity, Tbeg leave to fur- 


niſn you with an opportunity of laying the following alſo 
before them: And you have my f#!l conſent, not only 


to read them to whom you pleaſe, but to print the whole 
of yours and mine, provided you give them to the 
Public, literally and exactly as they were written If 
you do not this, perhaps J may, and then let every can- 
did reader judge for himſelf. 

In any matter wherein Conſcience is not concerned, I 
ſhould be ready to conſult and pay great deterence to the 
Opinion of my Brethren, or any number of ſenſible men; 


but as Conſcience is a ſacred and hereditary Right, we 


cannot obey any Governour in Church or State any far- 
ther than it dictates. - We may be brought to aſſent to 


the opinion of others by Argument; but would 9, Sir, 


give up your. Conſcience to any man or number of men 
upon Earth? The point wherein you reprehend me, is 


à caſe of Conſcience; and beſides, it has not yet been 


demonſtrated to me, that I act in this caſe Eontrary to 
any Law, human or divine, N 
6 There are a few things in your Letters, which I 


have hitherto paſſed by, partly becauſe they ſeemed ne 


to affect the caſe in point; and partly becauſe I wiſhed 
to uſe as few words as poſlible, Ls LOTS, 

1. You ſay—“ My practices inſult and miſrepreſent 
the clergy of this Dioceſe ;*? and call upon me to“ point 
out the man amongſt them who is remiſs in duty, or un- 
worthy of his charge.“ To this I reply, that perſonal 
Reflexion has nothing to do with the Queſtion agitated 
between you and me. I am not, nor do I mean to be 
an accuſer of my Brethren. I am accuſed m/elf, and 
ſtand at your Bar at preſent ; there fore my only concern 

| ROW 
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now is to defend myſelf. I would rather “ imitate the 


action of Shen and Fapher,” than diſcover the nakedneſs 
of the Land, if in my power. The Duty of a Clergy- 
man is very awfully and emphatically expreſſed in the 
Exhortation given at our Ordination. Any perſon con 
_ cerned may read it, ſtudy it, and apply it to- his own 
Conſcience, It 1s ** ſufficient, indeed, to make a think- 
ing man tremble !” 85 


6 J rail at no man, Sir; I inſult no man; I miſrepre- 


ſent no man,—* But, Maffer, in thus acting, thor re— 
proac heſt us; Your conduct implies at leaſt that the Clergy 
don't do their Duty.” —W hatever my conduct or prae- 


tices may imply, I can appeal to the Searcher of hearts, 


that the Salvation of immortal Souls, who are per:i/hing 
thro' lack of knowledge, is the ſole object which I have in 
view ; without any deſign to magnity myſelf before men, 
or render others contemptible before the People. And 
when I meet at any time or place with a perſon or per- 
ſons who are ignorant of their fallen ſtate, ignorant of 
the truth as it is in Feſus, ignorant of God, and preſent 
Salvation, I might well be accounted „ uncharitable,” 


if I did not endeavour to inſtruct them ſo far as it was 


In my power, and when it ſuited my convenience, 

& 2, You ſay, Sir, when I ſpoke publickly at C——, 
that it was, ** thro” a ſpirit of pride and contumacy, there- 
by invading the Province of my Patron, Benetactor, and 
School-maſter.“ How can you take upon you to affirm 
this, without invading the province of the Searcher of 
hearts? I have not, neither ſhall 1 forget what I owe that 
gentleman ; nor will it, . I am perſuaded, appear to any 
ſerious man, who weighs the matter in the balance of 
Setipture and Reaſon, that in preaching the Goſpel, I 
treated him or any other perſon with diſreſpet. I believe 
T.am called both of God and Man ; and as I am indebted 
to the Father of Light only tor the little knowledge which 
J have in Divinity, I ſhould be very ungrateful, if I did 
not freely impart to others, what I freely received from the 
bountiful donor. I would beg leave to put this Queſtion : 
Were Paul and Timothy now living, would Paul be 

F 2 offended 


— cs 5 
r 


— 
333 


— — — DL. a... — 
r 


—— — — — 


4 
5 
60 


1 

18 
* 5 
dS ” 

1 
1 X 
9171 
4 

70 
\ 


LAI ATA 


offended at his Son Timothy for preaching any where in 
his Province, or even in that houſe which he hired at 
Rome? St, Paul tells us, he rejoiced that Chrift awas 
eee even by ſome who did it, not out of love to him, 
ut in order to ad alia ion to his bonds; how much more 
would he rejoice to hear of Timothy's preaching, or ſpeak- 
ing boldly in the Name of the Lord Jeſus ? wy 
„ 3. You ſeem to think that Chriſtianity is now fully 
eſtabliſped, when you ſay, the Church is in, its glory.” 
My dear Sir, would-it not be worth our while to reflect 
ſeriouſly a little upon the following Queries ?—Is Chriſti- 
anity eſtabliſhed in the hearts of the tenth part of the In- 
habitants of this kingdom; not to extend our view to- 
China, Madagaſcar, Japan, Mexico, or Peru? When you: 
ſay the Church is now in its glory,“ pray what Church- 
do you mean? Is it a particular, or the univerſal Church? 
Is the particular Church of eland in its glory? Does 
every profeſſed member of our Church really © renounce 
the devil, the world, and the fleth,, and walk in all the- 
commandments of God all the days of his life?“ Are 
the twentieth part of our Nobility and men. of Fortune 
real Members of our Church? Do they know any thing 
of the Syſtem of Religion contained in our Articies, 
Homilies, and Prayer-Book ; or do they practiſe accord=- 
ing to the common precepts of Chriſtianity * Are not the 
greater number of them Deiſts, both in Principle and in- 
practice? If then the unſound Members were cylled out, 
or at leaſt a publick mark ſet upon them, as upon Cain; 
ne pars fiacera trabatzr”) might not the ſound mem 
bers, when collected together, be called a liale flock ?— 
But, Is the univerfal Church: of Chriſt in its glory, even 
altho' the Goſpel has been promulged in almoſt every Na- 
tion under Heaven? I believe it is very far from being 
the caſe; nor will L venture to fay it will be in its glory, 
untill that eminent Prophecy is fulfilled, when righteouſ- 
nels ſhall ſpread over the Globe, and the Earth be full of” 
the Knowledge of God as the waters cover the Sta. It is in- 
deed, ** beneath the dignity of our protefſion to quibble: 
upon this, or any other occaſion.” And yet do not many 
75 quibbls 
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quibble when they uſe the Word—Cbhurch ? Do they no 
often, by a figure of Rhetoric, apply it to the building 


where men are aſſembled to worſhip God? Whereas it is 


defined in one of our Articles to be a Congregation of 
faithful men, in which the pure Word of God is preach- 
ed, and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered,” It then we 
are employed at any time, or in any place, in turning 
men trom error and wickedneſs to light and holineſs ; 


we are, properly ſpeaking, bringing them into the Church, 


not cauſing them * to undermine its foundations, or level 
the fair ſtructure to the ground.“ 
4. **] did not doubt Doctor R—'s abilities, as a Civilian z 


but I was under no neceflity to conſult him in what ap- 


pears to me almoſt a ſelf- evident Propoſitian. Any per- 

ſon, who cannot fee it in the ſame light, may conſult, if 
_ he chuſes, all the Civilians and Divines in the Britiſh 
Dominions. I have advanced one fhort Argument upon 


the Propoſition in the Puilſcript of my laſt Letter, which 


ſtill remains unanſwered. Let him that would attempt 


to anſwer it, produce the- Canon of Scripture; for no 
other Canon will go down with me except the written 


Word, or that which is clearly founded upon it. And, 


however fine-{pun his language may be, and interlarded 
with little foraps of Latin taken from heathen Authors, 
yet, when it is brought to the Touch-ſtone, to the Lao 


and to the Teſtimony, it will fall to the ground like a ſpi- 


der's web, I grant that particular places were ſet apart 


for the worſhip of God in all ages;” bat I never heard, 
till. very lately, that the Dedication of ſuch places implied 
an excluſion of all others. Such an excluſion would carry 
abſurdity upon the very face of it. Our Lord and his 
Apoſtles frequently went into the Temple and Synagogues; 
but did they confine themſelves or their worſhip to thele ? 
If then field-preaching, houſe-preaching, ſtreet- preach- 
ing ceaſes to be tolerated in theſe Nations, it will be 
when Popery and arbitrary Power are re-eſtabliſhed here, 
and the Bible is locked up in the Vatican. 
„But is it not ridiculous to ſee a Miniſter of the 
eſtabliſhed Church preaching in Fields and Seflion-houfes ? 
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Dves not this practice degrade him?“ Yes, if it was n- 
dicuious in his Maſter to do it, „The only Patterns 
which he ought to follow. Let us ſtop for a moment. — 
Let us behold Is us Car ISH preaching to the multitudes- 
an the mountain ;—at ancther time, out of:a ſnipon the 
Sea-ſhore ;- and travelling up and down Gallilce exhortipg: 
all to repent and believe. Let us view St. Paul ſtanding in- 
the midſt of Araopagus, preaching Jeſus and the Reſurredions- 
Hear him, when be had ſent for the Elders of the Church- 
o Epheſus, relating to them, and:remmding them, how- 
he had taught them publickly, and from houfe to houſe. View: 


FJonab travelling through the extenſive City of NMincvch, 


and calling all the inhabitants to Repeatance.. Let any 
ore that chuſes, laugh at thefe, if he can; but he muſt; 
firſt laugh at hem, before he can with-any degree of pro- 
priety laugh at me, for copying after them, and doing 
What is-ſtrictly enjoined in the written word. Here I 
beg you may not miſtake me as you did before. Imita- 
tion does not imply equality. So when F exhibit Chriſt- 
and his firſt Apoſtles as my pattern, whieh you grant we 
ſtwuld all copy after, don't pretend to be equal to them. 
And I mutt again repeat it; ſince Vice and Immorality- 
abound every where, and finee the greater part of men 
auill not vouchſafe to come-to the ſtated places for public 
Worſhip; it behoves us to call upon them every where, 
leſt their blood be required at our hands. 

„ Ridicule undoubtedly has its weigkt.“ But, me- 
thinks, yeu have been a little unfortunate, upon this- 
oecalion, in the choice of Lord Shaji/bury an eminent 
Deiſt, and Horace the Epicurean 5 who, were they now 
living, would, no doubt; laugh at 4 Religion; nay, if 
in their power, would laugk the Minifters and Preachers. 
of Engisr out of the world: The preaching of Chriff cru-- 
<ificd ſeemed fooliſhneſs to the wiſe Greeks of old; but God 
Vatb made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World; anch it pleaſes. 
eim zy the Fooliſhneſi of Preaching to ſave them that bclieve.. 
Therefore, ſince it pleaſes him, Iwill be yet more pile, 
3}. U may by any means ſave ſome; and let thoſe, who _ 

| | | WAY 
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pleaſe.. | 

„6. You ſtill think that I. exceed my. Commiſſion,” 
and only to indulge or gratify. ſome particular paſſion, 
Be: aſſured, Sir, it was with much reluctance I went into 


Orders at firſt ;. it is with the greateſt reluctance I ſtill 


preach ; and were Ito confer with fleſh and blood, to con- 
| fult my own eaſe, or my natural inclination, I would never 

preach at all, no,. not even in K 
St. Paul's words; —it is again} my ævill that 4 diſpen- 
fation of the Goſpel is committed wnto me; for neceſſity is laid 


upon me; yea wo is: unto me i I preach not the Goſpel. And 
if I thought that: this diſpenſation implied no more than 


the Commiffion which I have received of man, IL would: 
not dare to ſpeak in the name of God, as his Ambaſſador, 
ne, not for all this world can produce. 1 ſhudder at the 
thought of a man's thrufling himſelt inte this office with- 


out being ſent of God; better had it been for ſuch a one 


that he had never been born. Fo ſuch, God will ſay, 
at: the great day, ** aubat Hadſt thou to do to declare my 
Statutes? you ran, but JI ſent you not. [never knew you 3. 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity. | 
7. You mention Church-Diſcipline” ſome where in: 
your Letters, I think. But, my dear Sir, may I with=- 


out offence aſk, is there any Church-Diſeipline now 
obſerved. in the Dioceſe of K? If there is, what is 


become of my late Preſentment to the Vicar- General? 
it is ſuppreſt, or no notice taken of it, what is the 
inferenee? Why, that Adultery, Fornication,.and vending. 
Goods on the Sabbath-Day will be tolerated. in this: 
Tuoceſe ; but: a Clergyman, who inveighs- againſt thoſe: 


both in publick and private, wilb not be tolerated... Nay,, 
Popiſh miſſionaries will be permitted freely and without: 


control to *prowl about K — — 1: but a miniſter, 
wthoſe Doctrines are eontefledly © orthodox,“ breathe: 
* the genuine Spirit: of Chräflianity“ and entirely. con- 


fentaneous to the Articles of aur: Church,” will be pro - 


hibited from preaching them there, leſt the poor: loſt: 


wiſe in their own eyes, mock and laugh as much as they 


I can truly uſe 


Beep ſhould be perſuaded to become. Chriſtians. L had. 


| 055693) 


_ almoſt ſaid »—t&Riſum . teneatis.- amici?*”—Bit it is 
rather a lamentable, than a laughable matter! Will not 
God wi/it for theſe things 25 P44 13} 3G 5 
„ 8. In the former part of your firſt Letter I am amazed 
to find theſe words dropping from the pen of one who 
had previoufly read, care fully read over,” and then 
ſubſcribed the 2 Article of our Church; nay, at the 
time of his luduction into the Pariſn living of Kr, 
had publickly given his Aſſent and Conſent to all things. 
contained: in the Book of Common-Prayer. Þ am 
little diſpoſed - (you ſay) to forget what I owe myſelf; 
and the Dignity of my nature.”—— As to what you owe. 
yourſelf, I let pats; but I would beg leave to aſk, has 
any man upon earth, has a king, has an Heir apparent 
to.a Crown any Dignity of nature? David, king of [/ract, 
thought but little of the Nignity of s nature, when he 
fatd, — 7 was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin my mother 
conceived me. The great Apolile of the Gentiles was of 
the ſame mind where he faith, — zwe avere by nature the 
children of wrath. Fob's friend was conſcious of the ſame 
thing when he faith. — map 75 born like a wild Asses col, 
and drinheth in iniquity like water. —And our excellent 
Reformers ſeem to have had clear notions. concerning 
this matter; for, they have left their opinion upon record 
that „every man that is naturally. engendered of the 
offspring of Adam is corrupt by nature, inclined to evil, 
born in fin, anda child of wrath,” „There is no health 
in us“ by nature, there is nothing but avounds and bruifes 
and putri gung fores, Nay, man by nature is fo very 
corrupt, and deſperately wicked, that the blackneſs of 
the picture cannot be repreſented in more ſtriking colours 
than it is by the inſpired writer, where he ſaith - vẽ,j“fu. 
imagination of. the thowghts of our hearts is only evil con- 
tinuailly, Oh! tell it not in Gath, publiſh eit not in the Streets 
of Aſtelon, lefl the Philiflines rcqoice and triumph; that 
a Beneficed Clergyman of our Church, who häth 
publickly ſubſcribed and aſſented to her Doctrines, 
ſhould afterwards ſpeak of the Nignity of his nature“? 
-The Dignity of nature! = The Dignity of _ f : 
AI * 
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— Alas! Sir, we are all fallen ſpirits; we are ſons of 
fallen Adam; we are very far gone from original 
righteouſneſs ;*” and if any man ſays or thinks that 
he has any Dignity of nature, he denies” original fin,” 
and of conſequeuce, the neceſſity of a Saviour to come 


and redeem a loſt Race. | { 


% g. In a former Letter J granted that none are 
admitted into the miniſtry in our Chureh who do not 
profeſs their Aſſent and Belief of her Doctrines; but 
now I beg leave to afk, do all preach, and continue to 
preach What they then profeſſed to believe? Do not 
many ignorantly ſpeak of the Dignity of human nature 
in their publick Diſcourſes, and in ſo doing, ſtrike at 
the very root of Chriſtianity * Is not dry morality now: 
retailed by many Teachers, which can never feed or 
ſatiate an immortal foul ? Are not the people often- 
exhorted to do what is utterly impoſſible to ſuch as have 
not yet believed in Chriſt? That is, they are defired to 
raiſe the Superſtructure, before they have laid the founda- 
tion. This is not railing, Sir; it is not cenſuring ; it 
is not aceuſing any individual. TI only propoſe the Queſ- 
tions; let every man concerned in them anſwer each to his 
own Conſcience. It is my hearty wiſh that every miniſter, 
who has ſubſcribed and affented to the found Doctrines of 
our Church, may continue to preach them, and practiſe 
accordingly : And that he may make what he ſpeaks in the 


Pulpit conſonant to what he reads in the Reading-Deſk. + , 


% Farewell, Sir; — If any of the bold Truths 
emblazed in theſe Pages ſeem harſh or prating ; their 
intention muſt diveſt them of aſperity.—Monere volo, ' 
non mordere,” | F 

Having informed you once more that I mean to 
call Sinners to repentance every where, when it ſuits my 
convenience, and when I am called to it, I beg leave to- 
fubſcribe myſelf, | 


Rev. Sir, 1 
your Servant for Chriſt's ſake 
| A. 
LE T. 


hy, 


1 1 
The Arch · Deacon never attempted to make any reply 
to this; and though he had in his laſt Letter intimated 
his intention. of reading or laying all the Letters which 
had paſſed between him and Mr. A. upon this. occaſion, 
before the Clergy at the following Viſitation; yet he 
did not venture to do it; neither did he ſay one word 
about the matter. Whether he was intimidated by what 
Mr. A, had faid in his laſt Letter, or whether his mind 
was now more enlightened to ſee that he had been guilty 
oh an egregious blunder, in aſſuming to himſelf ſome. 
«©. dignity; of Nature,” and therefore began to be aſhamed,. 
is beſt known to himſelf. It is truly ſurpriſing indeed, 
that he, who had fo boldly ſtepped out from among the 
Hoſtg,. declaring himſelf the Champion, and © zealous. 
Advocate of as reſpectable a Clergy as Chriſtendom. can 
beaſt,” ſhould ſo ſoon ſhrink back, and tamely yield to 
one, on whom he had lately looked with ſo much con- 
tempt. Vea, though he had breathed out threatnings.. 
againſt Mr, A. if he ſhould attempt to preach. in 518. 
pariſh; yet, when he did do it twice afterwards, at the 
| e of ſome of the Parifhivners, he took no notice 
OI it. | 5 3 75 
And now, Reader, it is left to thee to paſs ſentence, 
or give thy judgment, after thou haſt candidly, and with 
dut prejudice, ſummed up the evidence, or the. auguments:. 
produced by theſe learned Doctors againſt the Curate. What 
erime has he been guilty of? Has he acted contrary to the 
Laws of the Land, or to the Laws of God? Has he acted 
upcharitably, illiberally, or without due reſpect towards his 
Tuperiors? Is it a crime to call ſinners to repentance, at 
any time, or at 'axy; place? Was it a heinous crime in 
him to preach in more places than one in that Pariſh- 
where he was, appointed Curate? What doſt thou think 
ef the Arch-Deacon's expoſtulating Letters? „ Wby, 
their Style is florid and pretty.“ Well, but do they con- 
tain any concluſive Argument? Or canſt thou among all 
his pompous flouriſh of Words, make out what he would 
be at? Perhaps you are ready to reply, — 
« Parturiunt montes, naſeitur ridiculus mus.“ 
| When 


* 
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When Mr, A. choſe, two years after this, to reſign 
his Curacy, in order to Neg 1 

from his Biſhop a certificate, relative to his Character and 
Fonguct, of which the Neg: is a copy. | 


4 ; 3 SIND 
1 nope, s by, divine" E Lord Biſhop of K 


To all whom theſe Preſents ay concern. 


: 2 Is we | 
4 T do hereby certify that the Rev. * do A 


has ſerv d. ag Curate Aſſiſtant of the Pariſh of Kenny 
2 


in our ſaid Dioceſe of K awards of thirteen Ye 
His Deportment has been honeſt, ſober, and decent, 
I believe, having never bad any complaint exhibited 
againſt him. Having this day deſired to reſign his Li- 
cence of his ſaid Curacy into my hands: — In Juſtice to 
him I cannot with-hold this recommendation of him. 
In Teitimony whereof, I have hereunto affixed my 
Hand and Seal, this zoth Day of September, in the — 
of our Lord, 1783. 
© * * K. 
k - 5 | (Seal.) 
3 


The following is a 8 of the 8 . to in 
the Arch-Deacon's Letter, which was handed by Mr, A, 
to ſome of the Clergy at the Viſitation ; being an Ex- 
tract from a Charge delivered * the Bimop of Exeter to 
his Clergy. 


« My Brethren, 


& TI beg you will rife up with me 10 Moral 
Preaching. We have long been attempting the Refor— 
mation of the Nation by Diſcourſes of this kind. With 
what ſucceſs? Why, none at all. On the contrary, we 
have very EY preached the People into grin 

Tight 


elſewhere, he obtained 


« * 
ts 
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8 

right Infidelity, We muſt change our voice, We muſt 
; preach Chriſt, - and him crucified, Nothing but Goſpel 
;5, nothing «vill be found to be the Power of God unto 
Salvation beſides. Let me therefore again and again 
! requeſt, may I not add, Let me charge you to preach 
| - "Jezsvs Cunisr, and Salvation through his Name. Preach 
the Lord «who bought us, Preach Redemption through his 

| Blood, Preach, the Saying of the great High-Prieſt ;j— 
| He who believeth ſhall be ſaved, Preach Repentance 40vyards 

»Hvd, and Faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt,” 
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